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The Postage Stamps of Tibet. 

T HI.: land of Tibe t ,  i ts  people and  t l ~ e i r  c u s t o ~ ~ ~ s  Iiave been s o  much writ ten about  
slnce this  cen tury  opened t l ~ a t  it \ \ -ot~ld seen1 tha t  little o r  notliinv remained to  
be discoveretl concerning tlle111. Ijut 'I'il>et is still practically a n  unknown count ry  

ant1 rernains t l ~ e  " Forbidtlen lantl." l.'or, a l t l ~ o u g l ~  L l ~ a s a ,  tlre capital, has  been in 
direct  telegrapllic c o m ~ n u n i c a t i o n  \\zit11 Inclia since 1922, a n d  therefore indirectly \\zit11 
a l n ~ o s t  the  whole world, t l ~ r  'I ' il~etan Go\ -e rnwent  endeavour to maintain their  
tratlitional i so la t io~l  and  (lo riot ericourage unollicial t ravellers  \vithin their  dornaius. 
In  this  a t t i tude  tliey a r e  supportecl 1)). t l ~ e  t i u ~ e r n r n e n t  of India.  Nature ,  too, c o m b i r ~ e s  
to  keep  a l l . b u t  the mos t  hardy and  intrepid fro111 ventur ing  in to  the  count ry  and ,  
even of those  wllo penetrate t l ~ e  irontier ,  lew succeetl in reaching L l ~ a s a ,  t h e  principal 
object ive of tlre curious. N o t  illat Llie '1'il)etans no\vadays completely shut  themselves 
off f rom W e s t e r n  influences, for ill recent  years  the  sons  of several high officials have 
been sen t  t o  England  to  be cducatetl, antl t h e  Tibe tan  Govern~r len t  have o n  m a n y  
occasions invited t h e  assistance and  advice of officials o i  the  Government  of India.  
A m o n g  those  invited to  L h a s a  have I x e n  the late Sir  H e n r y  H a y d e n ,  who,  in 1922, 
advised t h e  Tibe tans  o n  the  mineral  r t sources  o i  their  count ry  a n d  o t h e r  geological 
quest ions:  the  la te  S i r  Charleh Liell, a l i o  spent  a year  in Lllasa a s  t h e  gues t  of the  
'Tibetan Government ;  and Colonel 1:. A l .  llailey. General  S i r  George  Pere i ra  was,  
a l though n o t  officially invited, hospitably received in L h a s a  dur ing  his  walk f r o m  
China to  Intlia, via Mongolia ant1 l ' i lx t ,  in 19.22. 'This walk w a s  historic, for  S i r  George  
w a s  t h e  first European  to  en te r  L l ~ a s a  f rom Clrina since t h e  Abbe  H u c  accompl i s l~ed  
the  journey in 1845. F a t h e r  H u c  tlescribed his  ~ ~ x p e r i e n c e s  in a charming  travel  book  
-Souvor~irs d'urz Voyage ett Tartaric el Tlri6ct. I 11e Tibe tan  authori t ies  last year  sent  
a w a r m  invitation t o  the  Mritish Goverrl~rient  to  be represented a t  tlie en thronement  of 
t h e  14th reincarnation of t h e  Ualai  L a m a  ( a  six-year-old boy) .  T h e  ceremony took 
place a t  Lliasa o n  z r n d  February  antl t l ~ c  llritisll Go\-err i~nent  \\-ere rel)rehentetl I)y 
Mr.  B. J .  Gould,  Political Agent  in Sikkim, \vho had already paid an official visit to  
L h a s a  previously in 1936. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  Younghus l )a~l t l  Ivlissiu~l to  L h a s a  in 1904 very  little p rogress  had 
been m a d e  in properly mapping  the count ry .  Indeed,  Perceval  Landon,  the  Tittles 
c o r r e s p o n t l e ~ ~ t  wit11 t h e  Mission, expressed the  opinion tha t  Samuel  Turner ' s  1783 m a p  
o f  t h e  P l ~ a r i - t i y a n t s e  road w a s  " b e t t e r  than  the  best  L o n d o n  m a p s  of 1903." T u r n e r  
w a s  a cousin of W a r r e n  Has t ings ,  a n d  \\.as one  of th ree  Englishnien w h o  explored par t s  
o f  T i b e t  in tlie latc eighteenth a n d  early nineteentli cen tur ies ;  h e  w a s  sen t  to  Tibe t  
in 1783 a s  tlie accretlited a g e n t  of the  I:ast Ind ia  Company and  h e  published his  
observations in I)ooli fo rm o n  liis re turn  to  England .  H i s  predecessor a s  t h e  
Company ' s  agent  had been George  Rogle,  wlio visited Tibe t  in 1774. T h e  third Engl i sh  
explorer  was  l ' liomas Manning,  a n  ecce1:tric Or ien ta l  scholar ,  t h e  on ly  o n e  of t h e  th ree  
t o  reach L l ~ a s a ,  which he accornplishetl in 181r .  S i r  C l e n ~ e n t s  h l a r k h a m  edited Bogle's 
journal  and  h1anning1s diary and  they  \\-ere published in 1 8 7 5  N o  t w o  records  could be  
m o r e  dissimilar. 13ogle's is a slire\vtlly wri t ten account of his  experiences,  while 
Manning's  is a completely useless t locument,  \ \~h ich ,  hav ing  regard  to  his  g rea t  
achievement in reaching Lhasa ,  can be  looked upon only a s  a l i terary curiosity. 
Actually,  t h e  lirst r e a s o n a l ~ l y  accura te  m a p  of Tibe t  \vas the  w o r k  of the  pundits  " A , "  
and  " A.K." (Nain  Sing11 and  Rai I3ahadur Kislien Sing11 hililam\val), w h o  were  sen t  
to  Tibe t  l ~ y  tlle Survey of India dur ing  t h e  years  1856-93. T h i s  m a p  w a s  later  amplified 
and  corrected by S a r a t  Chandra  D a s ,  w h o  wrote  a record of his  so journ  in T i b e t  
dur ing  1881-82 wllicli w a s  publislied in 1902 under  the  title Jourrrey to L l ~ a s a  Mid 
Cejltrol Tibet. 

'The wr i t ings  of t h e  explorers  mentioned above a r e  t h e  chief sources  o f  
in format ion  concern ing  Tibe t  before 1904, though a n  account  of t h e  ill-fated 
expedit ion,  in 1891-92, of h1. I lutreuil  tle liliins, \\'llo was  murdered  b y  tlie T ibe tans ,  
was  published in England  in 1904 1)y liis secontl- in-command,  F. Grenard.  T h e  
publisl~etl  accounts  of t h e  travels  in 'Tibet of \V. \V. Rockhill,  Sven  Hedin  a n d  t h e  
Lit t ledales a r e  also invalual)le i l l  stuclying the  count ry  and  i ts  inhabitants  in t h e  y e a r s  
immediately preceding 1904. 



'l'lrc elltry into I ' i l ~ e t  o i  111c . \ l i s s i o ~ ~  Ic(l I)y Sir 1;rancis Younglrusbanci ended 
, . 

;in era.  I l r e n c c i ~ , ~ . ~ l ~  a rcxul;ir Illc;lrl\ , I T  l,tns~al c o r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n i c a t i o r r  w a s  available 11e~ween 
'l'iljct ant1 the outbi(lc \vorl~l .  ;it  I I I . ~ ~  t l 1 r o u ~ 1 1  tlrc lielrl po3t t~fficeh set u p  bl. the  h1issio11 
o n  i ts  route tu Idl~;isrr ;rn(l ;~i tc~. \ \ . ; i r t lb I)?. I I I C : ~ I I ~  o i  the  I l r - i t i s I ~ - l ~ i t ~ i a n  post  oftices 
e.;tal,lixl~etl at  ccrtaill ~)l;rcc\ \ v i l l ~ i ~ ~  '1'il)ct 21s a result ~f t11e 'l'rcaty negotiatetl by tlre 
Mission. Previous to  t l ~ i s  t l a ~ c  t l ~ c ~ e  l~a t l  1)ee11 no  pruper-ly oryar~ised  sys tem of postal 
c o ~ n ~ n u ~ ~ i c a t i o n  wit11 l o r c i g ~ ~  c o ~ ~ ~ ~ t r i c s ,  t l ~ u u g l ~  Iherc hat1 heen since early t imes a very 
ellicient courier  service I,cl\vecn the  principal to!vrrs of l ' ibet and  a courier  line was  
also i l l  o p r r a t i o ~ ~  betiveen I..liasa ant1 E'ekin. This courier  servlce continued after  
t l ~ e  cstal)lislrnrent o l  t l ~ c  I ! r ~ , . s l ~ - l ~ ~ t l i n ~ r  pvst vlhccs, wl~icl i  wcre really oye~rccl only lor  
the bellelit o i  lntlian tratlers. Actually t l ~ e  courier  ser\.ice ceased to  cxist only when 
all internal  rTil)ct ;~~i  pobtal service \\,as orgalr ise~l  U I I  the  re turn  of t l ~ c  Llalai Lam;) 
i r o ~ n  c r i lc  i l l  lntlia in ryr?. ' l ' l~e prrl~lisl~etl ;Iccol1nts of the  travels  of tlie early 
cuplorers  a r c  the c l ~ i e t  source5 of prcbent-(la>- kno\vlerlge o l  this  courier  service ant1 
t l ~ e y  are,  t l~ereft l rc ,  severally intlicatetl al)ove as all ackr~owle t lgment  of tlre in for~r ra t io~r  
1 have extracted Ironr their \vrilings. 

1 was  led to enquire into tlre postal  history of 'l'iljet consequent  on  t h e  acquis i t io l~  
of a small  collcction of l'il)etan stalnps,  which contailred s o m e  unusual  itenrs. T o  
this  collection I was able to  atltl a number  of Tibe tan  covers  wlrich I ~ a d  c o m e  unsought  
into m y  possession s o m e  tllne I ~ e f u r e ,  a ~ r t l  hat1 been retained a s  ob jec t s  of philatelic 
interest  f r o ~ r r  a s t range  country.  'I'he enquiry resulted in tlre a c c u ~ n u l a t i o n  of a 
quanti ty of no tes  ernl)otlying t l ~ e  information I Iratl bee11 able to  ex t rac t  f rom various 
sources a s  \\,ell a s  t l ~ a t  tlerivetl from s tudying  the  s tamps .  T h e  pages t h a t  fol low 
consist  of t l ~ e s e  notes a r r a r ~ g e d  s o  a s  to  tell a connected s t o r y  of t h e  s t a m p s  of Tibe t .  
T h e  s tory  is o n e  tha t  I t rust  \\,11l I,c read  n o t  w i t l ~ o u t  interest  even b y  those  philatelists 
w h o  look askance a t  all cscept  the  old classic issues o r ,  possibly, by those  w h o  prefer  
t h e  lure of t h e  modern  pictorial issues. 

N o  a t tempt  is niatle to  tleal ei ther  wi th  t h e  history o r  the  geography of t h e  
count ry ,  except  in s o  far a s  alr event  o r  a place has  sonre relation to  tlie pos tage  s t a m p s  
o r  pos tmarks  tha t  a r e  described. T h e  book is divided i n t o  t h e  fol lowing sections:- 

I.-The E a r l y  Courier  Services. 
11.-Tl~e Tibe t  Front ie r  Conimission,  1903-4. 

111.-British-Intlian t 'ost Offices in 'Tibet. 
1V.-Chir~ese Pos t  O f i c e s  in 'Tibet, 1909-13. 
V.-Tlre F i r s t  I s sue  of T ibe t  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s ,  1912. 

V1.-The Second l s s u e  of T ibe t  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s ,  1933. 
VI1.-'The Mount  Everes t  Expedit ion S tamp,  1924. 

I. THE EARLY COURIER SERVICES. 

T H E  s t o r y  o f  organisctl postal  conrrnunication in T.ibet cannot  s t a r t  a t  t h e  beginning,  
f o r  it is not  kno\v11 \\,it11 any  tlegrce (I t '  cer tainty w l ~ e t ~  it commenced .  T h a t  i ts  
origins g o  back several centuries cannot  be doubtetl and  it seems probable t h a t  

t h e  Chinese provided t h e  earliest s e n i c e  of which infor~naticln is available. T h i s  w a s  
I Chdrlg, o r  the  G o v e r n m e ~ ~ t  Service of Couriers ,  and  tlre opera t ions  of this  service were,  
for tlie mos t  part ,  a t  first, rehtrictetl to  tlie t ransmission of official despatches.  La te r ,  
private cornmunicat ions we!-e also allo\t-ed to  be  carr ied by the  couriers .  A n  account 
of tlie work ing  of I C~IUIIIJ was  pul)lisl~ecl a s  an appendix  to  t h e  R e p o r t  o n  t h e  Chinese 
P o s t  Office for  1904, but  it tloes no t  give a n y  part iculars  especially relat ing t o  t h e  
service in Tibe t ,  though it is of s o m e  interest  in consitlering tha t  country 's  postal  
affairs a s  it deals  \\,it11 a systern tha t  embraced  Tibet .  

Several  of the  early travellers  in T i l ~ e t  spoke  highly of t h e  efficient m a n n e r  in 
which I Clra~ry carr ied out  i ts  f ~ ~ r l c t ~ o n s .  I-'Cre H u c  (1845) rcfers  t o  this  courier  service 
in his wri t ings,  arid Sara t  Clrandra L)as (1881-82) gives t h e  fol lowing account  of t h e  
work ing  of this  a n d  o t h e r  postal  services:- 

" L e t t e r s  a r e  carr ied b y  messengers  a n d  special couriers  called claib-mmba 
(or  tn-znmba), meaning ,  literally, ' horse-bridge. '  T h e  couriers  general ly discharge 
their  tluty with atlmirahle eficiency,  ant1 every o n e  assists  t h e m  with grea t  
p romptness .  All Govcrnnrent  messengers  a r e  provitled with tlie best  and  swiftest  
ponies, ant1 at  every hal t  a r e  fur~r i shed  with lodgings,  water ,  firewood, a n d  a 
man t o  cook their  victuals. Couriers  o n  foot  usually travel  f r o m  20 t o  25 miles 
a day,  while those  w l ~ o  r ide d o  f rom 30 t o  35 miles. T h e  l a t t e r  is  t h e  express  



l ' l ~ r  Pos tuge  Stamps of Tibet  

rate,  f o r  \vl~icll the  Government  general ly gives an ex t ra  remunerat ion.  
G i , v c r n ~ t ~ e r l t  couriers  alone get  lo-id, or  ponies for t r a v e l l i r ~ ~ ;  private le t te rs  of 
olficials a r e  carr ied by t l ~ e n l ,  while comtnon people make  their o w n  arrangements 
f ~ i r  t h e  conveyance of t l ~ e i r  let ters ,  wl~icl l  a r e  not ,  I~o\vever,  numerous .  

"'l'lle eslrress courierh, o r  te-tsi, o n  t h e  ru;td between L h a s a  and  China 
a r e  tlressed in t i g l ~ t  I~lue-colouretl gowns ,  the  tape ia3tenlngs of w l ~ i c h  a r e  tied 
o n  their  heads,  ant1 the  l i l ~ u t  sealetl. l'lley a r e  required t o  s u l ~ s i s t  daily o n  five 
11en.s eggs,  hvc cups of plain tea, a pound of corn-Hour, half a pound of rice, 
and  a quarter-pound of lean Illeat. T h e y  a r e  iorl~itltlen t o  t ake  t n u c l ~  salt and  
a r e  str icl ly ftrrlritlilen t ( ~  Cat unions,  garlic. rctl pepper, Irutfcr, o r  milk. .4t 
m i d n i g l ~ t  they a r e  allowetl to s leep ill a s i t t ing posture for th ree  hours  after  which 
they a r e  awakenetl I)y t l ~ e  keeper of t h e  s tage- l~ouse .  1 1  i b  said tha t  these couriers  
a r e  in the  hahit of taking certain mctlicines t o  give them t h e  power of endurance 
against  fatigue. T h e  le t te rs  a r e  et~closct l  in a yellow I)ag, \vhicl~ t h e  courier  
carr ies  o n  l ~ i s  hack,  generally using sutrle soft  feathers to keep  it f rom corning 
in to  contact  with his person.  T l ~ e y  gct relays 1 3 f  p o t ~ i r s  a t  tlre end of every five 
Irhor.* Arr iv ing  a t  a s tage- l~ouse ,  t l ~ e y  fire a gun ;IS a notice to  the  keeper of the  
n e s t  postal  s tage  t o  nlalie ready a ~ ~ c ) s t - ] ) o r ~ y .  At every suc11 s tage  a relay of 
five ponies is ~ ~ s u a l l y  kept rcatly. 'I'he couricr  is :lllo\ved to change  his d ress  
once  a week. 

" A s!>eci;rl class o f  trainetl meti a r e  e tnp loye~l  1311 t l ~ i s  service. T h e  distance 
1)etween l l ~ e  Tilwtan capital ant1 l'eliir~g is tlivitletl into a Iiundred and  twenty 
!tyn-lrtrg, o r  pc.)stal s tages,  o f  ahout  80 to  90 Ichor each.  .l'llis (listance of nearly 
IO,OOO lehor is reqnired t o  I)e t r a ~ e r s e d  in seventy-t\vo (lays. Couriers  a r e  
g e t ~ e r a l l y  al lowed a delay of  five days,  but  \ v l ~ e r ~  they exceed tha t  they a r e  
punislietl. O n  nccasions of very grea t  i n ~ p o r t a n c e  ant1 urgency t l ~ e  espress  ra te  
t o  P e k i n g  is thir ty-six tlays. Dur ing  t h e  last  alTray I )e tweet~  tlie iunior  Amban 
and  tlie people of Slligatse t l ~ e  express  toolc a month  ant1 a half to  reach Peking." 

Captain A. E. Ste\vart .  wri t ing (011 infornlation sup;>lieil from a n  official source)  
of t l ~ e  postal  a r r ; u ~ g e m e n t s  in existence just prior  to  t l ~ e  estal~lis l iment of t h e  offices 
o f  the  Chinese I n ~ p e r i a l  Pos t  in 1909 (Philotclir loirrrral of 11rdiu. Octc~lier .  1914). said:- 
" A let ter  postetl say  a t  Lllasa anti atltlressed to  Peking.  was  sen t  by t h e  cus tomary  
I Chvw~g sys tem,  a n d  o n  arr ival  a t  tlie frontier  it Ila11 t h e  required s t a m p s  affixed a n d  
was  treated a s  a n  unpaid let ter  on  arr ival  in China o r  India.  A s  one  can imagine,  t h e  
rou te  between P e k i n g  ant1 L l ~ a s a  ( t h e  calrital of Tilret) for ve;trs has  lain th rough a 
clangeraus count ry ,  a n d  d u r i n ~  t l ~ e  anticruated ' Imperial  Relay Serv ice '  (f Clmrtg) 
m a n y  a mail w a s  lost th rouph I)rigatltls. I:ut in 1900. p o s ~ a l  lines were  e s t a l ~ l ~ s h e d  and 
Lliasa was  1)rouglit t o  xvitllin tifty to  filty-five days  i r f  Pek ing  o v e r l a t ~ d  via Chengtu ,  
and  f rom forty to  forty-five tlays via C;~lcu t ta  b y  sea." 

T h e  official courier  service \vas in operat ion onlip I)ctu-een the  larger  towns  and  
was  cen t red  o n  Lhasa .  F r o m  L l ~ a + a  t l ~ e  courier  route to P e k i n ~  was  th rough Szechuan 
province b y  w a y  of Chabdo a n d  Ratang.  F o r  those  p a r t s  of t h e  count ry  t h a t  were 
not  covered by tlie service le t te rs  coultl I)e sen t  I)\, private messeneer  \vhile the 
numerous  lamaseries hat1 their  o\vn sys tem of cor i i rn~~n;c :~ t inns ,  T h e r e  could not ,  
ho\vever, have been a n y  grea t  demand fnr a postal  qcrvice a s  far a s  mos t  T i b e t a n s  were  
concerned,  a n d  t h e  courier  service w a s  used mainly I)y Chinese officials and  traders.  

A seal tha t  w a s  s:~iti to be  e~noloye t l  s imilarly t o  a pos tage  s t a m p  w a s  descrihed 
;rntl illustratetl in t h e  Av~.st-Etld Plr.ilotr~li.~l, of h lav ,  I Q O ~  ( V o l u m e  I. page  42), and  1 
reproduce o n  next  page an enlarged illustration of this  fanciful object .  According tn 
t h e  tlescription, t l ~ r e e  spccilnens of this  so-called s t a m p  were received f rom a lnissionary 
in Tihe t ,  ant1 " it consists  of a roughly shaped tliarnnnd frnrne enclosing a device 
composed  o f  a nat ive cl laracter  ( o r  charac te rs )  looking someth ing  like a Chinese 
letter." Ahove the  f rame a r e  th ree  small  do ts ,  ant1 t h e  \\,hole is impressed in red 
sealiiig wax.  T h e  wr i te r  c o r ~ t i n u e d :  ' ' W h e n  a let ter  requires post ing in Tibe t ,  the  
sender  takes  it to  t h e  nearest  official post  office and  pays  tlie a m o u n t  due  for  postage.  
T h e n  this  postage s t a m p  seal is impressed o n  tlie envelope, a n d  tlie let ter  is t reated 
a s  a fully paid one,  and  is saiely carrie(1 to  i ts  tlestitlation. 1-et ters  that  d o  no t  bear  
 his seal (lo not  recei\-e t l ~ i s  politc attcntion." Several  o t h e r  philatelic wr i te rs  refer 



to these seals  and  MI-. 'T. I.'rerl. \I;II-rincr (I'lril(rfr~1ic. .lorir~rcrl 1 1 1  (;rt,(rl I~ri l~t irr ,  Volur~ie  
X L V I ,  1 ) a ~ e  162) g i \ch  t l ~ c  lolI(n\\inx ; i~ l~I i l i<)~ ia l  ~ I c \ c ~ I - ~ ~ ) ~ ~ < I ~ I  ot  lllcir \ I I I I I I ( I \ C I \  ~13e:-  

, . 
" . . . I l ~ c  C I I I I I I I I I I I I I C . ; I ~ ~ ~ I ~  \\.;I\ \ \ I . ~ ~ ~ c I I  I ~ I I  ;I ti;lti\c I ) ; I I ) I . I .  ; I I I ~ I  \\;is I~,lllccl 

in l l ~ e  halllc \\a!- a \  oul- , I \ ~ I I  ca~-l!. 1cttc.1- > l ~ c c l \ .  \ \ ' I ICII  11~11Ic,l i l  \vai 1;ike11 1 0  
t l ~ c  ~ ) C I - > L I I ~  in t11~1l ~ ) ; ~ r t i c ~ ~ l : ~ r  11l,i~.c \ V I I I B  \\:I., I ~ ' \ ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ,  i ~ j r  t : 11 , i 11~  c11:irge o f ,  
and  ( l r s l ) a t c l ~ i ~ i x  I c ~ l c ~ - ,  t o  l l ~ t . i ~  ( I C , ~ ~ I I ; I I ~ I , I I ,  I I ~ I  ( l o t ~ l ~ t  \ \ . I I ( . I I  ;I  1 1 . a ~ l i r 1 ~  C;II.;L\,;III 

I S  s i n  I :  \ \  111.11 1111. Icltcr \ \ . I '  I I : I I I (~c ' (~  lo  l l ~ i s  ' ~ ~ < r \ l ~ ~ ~ ; i > l c r , '  I I ~  
; i ~ s c ~ w ~ l  t l ~ e  : I I ~ I I ~ L I I I ~  I):I>:IIII,, ior i t ,  e:~~-~-i:r;c, ; I I I ~ I  \v11e11 I I I C  : I I I I O I I I I ~  II:I(I I ) ~ C I I  

T h e  so-called seal  " s t a m p  " (grea t ly  en la rged) .  

I~an(letl over  Ile sealc(l ! I I C  i , , lllcl- \ \ . i t 1 1  re11 I\-;\I .  i t ; ~ ~ n l ) i ~ ~ f i  ul)on tile \vas  the 
' a m o u t ~ t  of t l ~ e  p ~ , s t ; ~ x c .  S O  i ; ~ r ,  1 I)cl ic\c III!. i ~ ~ i o ~ - n ~ a t ~ o n  tu  I,e accurate,  bul 
1 have only seer1 t11rc.e ,!i tl~c.he ct.:~l+. In t \ \ o  1 1 1 ~ .  ~ l c ~ i r c  O I I  t l ~ c  \ \ .as  \vas itlcntical, 
in t h e  t l~ i r t l  it \\-as tlil.icr-e~~t. None  ( , i  tl1c111 ~ . \ ) I I I ( ' ,  I ) c  c ;~\ i ly tlcciplieretl, but ,  
af ter  careful e s a l n i ~ ~ a t i t , n .  I c ; i r~lc to  tlre co11clu\i(111 t l ~ ; ~ t  t l ~ e  tic\-ice l ~ a t l  in i t  
a  C l ~ i n e s e  numeral ,  o n  t \ \ o  I I I  t1ic111 a 4, : L I I ~ I  ( $ 1 1  t l ~ e  o t l ~ c r  ;I J, llut ~ v l l a t  l l ~ e s r  
figures rel)resentetl I c11ul11 I I I D I  tlibco\-er. I:urtl~cr, since t l ~ e  \veig!l~t of tlie sheets  
\\.oultl I)e tlie zaine, ;in11 a s s t ~ n ~ i r ~ c  ill!. rcaclinp of t l ~ e  cc;ll.; to Ile correct ,  ~t 
\voultl appear  tha t  tlle ;111io11nt paitl variccl \ \ . i t11 t l ~ e  t l i h t a ~ ~ c c  t l ~ e  co t i~n~unica t ior l  
\\.as to  be  carrietl,  01. \v i t l~  t l ~ c  ~ l i f t i c ~ ~ l t i e s  o i  the route to  I)e tr;lversetl." 

not11 the  foregoing ; tccoui~l .  I I ~  t l ~ e  sl~ppc.~\et l  use of these sr;ils a s  postaxe s tamps  
agree  o n  their  main points .  I I L I ~  unfortunately nctitl~cr \vriter ~ i v e . ;  tlie nanle of l ~ i s  
in formant  o r  o f  any  o t h e r  c o i ~ l i r ~ n ; ~ t o r y  source for l ~ i s  s t a t e ~ ~ l e n t  N o n e  of tlie publishetl 
accclunts of Tilwtan life th :~ t  I I : I \ . c  I ) ee~l  ;a\-ailal~lc t ~ )  inc ~nnl;c\ any  n ~ e n t i o n  of a  postal 
sys tem such a s  that  t l cscr i l~c~l  I)y the \e  t\vo \vritcr*. 1 have seen .unly o n e  let ter  of 
the  period \\lien these seal.; \\.ere \ I I ~ I ~ ) ( I ~ ~ c I  t o  Ilc ~)rcl~aj- ir~: :  postaye (1X87-1004) ant1 that  
o n e  let ter  \vas c n i l ) e l l i ~ l ~ c ~ l  \ v i t l ~  l l ~ r e c  \e:~ls. I n  m y  opirlion, thest* w a l s  hail been 
applied to  t l ~ e  let ter  to  f ; ~ z t e ~ ~  i t  an(l t l ~ e r r  \\.as 1111 cluestion of them masquerat l ing a s  
p o t a g e  s tamps .  E ' u r t l l e ~ . n ~ ~ ~ ~ - c . .  I I I ~ I - c  in m y  c ~ ~ l l c c t i o n  several covers franlcetl b y  
specinlens o f  the  1912 pohtane ~ ~ ; I I I I I ) L ;  of 'l'il~et \ \ - l ~ i c l ~  I I : L ~ ~  i n~ l ) rcss ions  of seals  similar 
to  those ~ n e n t i o n e ~ l  : ~ l ~ < ) \ - e .  I n  t l ~ e i e  c i r c u i m i t ; ~ ~ c c s  it is n o t  possil)le to  regard tliese 
\vax i m [ ) r e s s i ~ ~ n s  a an!-tl~inr: more  i ~ n l ) ~ ~ ~ - t a n t  tllan s c ; ~ l i  usetl f11r their  usual function 
of fastening let ters .  

W h e n  Ll~e collection r ~ l  the late hlr .  G. I { .  K ~ ) u t l e ( l g e  \\.:I.; (li\l)ersetl I accluirctl 
Trom it a n  itcm \vhicll I\-a.; ( l e ~ c r i l ~ c ( l  ;is ;r '1'il)et;ln " I'o.;t 1,;1i11" 1n;lrli o f  1906. hrr .  
l l n r r i n c r  mentioned this  marli in l ~ i s  ar t icle  (Plrilob~.li,. .lollr~rnl ,,I Grc(r/ Brilnitr. Volumc 
?(I,VT. 1)agc 163), and  referl-etl. i l l  p ;~r t icn la r ,  to  t l ~ i .  hpcc imr i~  f r o ~ n  t l ~ e  Routletlge 
collectiorl, I)ut he \\-as u n a l ~ l e  1 0  a ive a n y  ~)articul:lr, of it.; u \c .  T h e  nlarlc is struclc. 
in grey-l)lack, O I I  n  s tr ip o f  n:~ti\.c I~ ;~nt l -~ i~ : l t l c  I,nlbcr I I I ~ : I ~ I I ~ ~ I I ~  10.; ~ I I C I I C S  in l c n g t l ~  
Ijy 2 i n c l ~ e s  in \vitlth. Tll is  1)aprr is s imilar  in c1u;llity t o  t l ~ a t  usetl f o r  f h e  Tibe tan  
postage s t a m p s  of 1912 and  19.33, ant1 t h e  \vriting o n  it is in Tibe tan  
cllaracters. T h e  itel11 is actual ly n let ter  wri t ten by a Tibe tan  laymarl, a n d  the  



so-called " I 'c~st pait1 " mark  i.; 11is seal. A s i n ~ i l a r  let ter  is illustrated in T h e  Lahd of 
IIIP Lrrlrho (lyry), a n ! l , ~ h e  nutl~ol-  ( J l r .  I)avid Macdonald) gives the  fol lo\ ' in~ accounl 
of 'I'ibetan l e t t e r - w r ~ t ~ n g : -  

" Til)e!?n le t te rs  a r e  wri t ten on  large sheets  c ~ f  paper sorr~etimes a yard 
s uare  l h e  style is flowery, c~pening  with much c o m l ~ l i m e n t  t o  t h e  person 
a%(lressecl and  ahasenlent  of the wri ter .  1.etters to  the  Dalai I . a n ~ a  a r e  addressecl 
in t h e  !ligllest ternis  of f lat tery:  ' T u  t l ~ e  lotus foot-stool  of the  high polclcn 
l - l ~ r u ~ ~ e ,  ' T u  t l ~ e  pure toe-nail3 Oi \.our I i u l i n e \ ~ . '  ' l't~ the  All-seeing, .All- 
I t n o \ v i n ~  Sa\ , iour. '  \2'11erl tvritini: superior  it i.; cui tolnary to  leavt. a 1n11cl1 

A Tibetan layman's letter, showing the seal of the writer. 

l a rger  blank space a t  the  t o p  o i  t h e  sheet  than  at  the  b o t t o m ;  when t o  a n  equal 
in rank ,  t h e  s a m e  space is left a t  ei ther  e n d ;  when to  a n  inferior, very little space 
indeed is left a t  t h e  top,  not  m o r e  than  a n  inch o r  two.  T l ~ e n  follow t h e  subjecls  
of t h e  let ter ,  with t h e  date,  and  the  wri ter 's  n a ~ n e  and  the  place fronr \vhicl~ 
it is sen t ,  ant1 the  wri ter 's  seal, t h e  impression I ~ e i n g  made  \\.it11 Chinese ink. 
T h e  let ter  is folded in to  a packet  about  nine inches long a n d  a couple broad,  a n d  
wrapped in a scarf, t h e  \v l~ole  being enclosetl in coarser  paper sealed \vith w a s  
impressed with t h e  private m a r k  of the  sender.  

" T h o s e  Tibe tans  \r , l~o have c o m e  much into contact  with the  West ,  often 
use small  shee ts  of paper a n d  a n  o r d i r ~ a r y  e r~ve lope .  Ilefore fastening the  lat ter ,  
however,  five dried a n d  pressetl petals of t l ~ e  Charnl)a Hoiver a r e  put  in, in place 
of t h e  bulkier scarf. 

" E a c h  official in Tibe t  has  l ~ i s  own tlistinctive private seal, a s  \yell a s  t h e  
seal of his office. O n l y  incarnate lamas,  ' rer ton lamas  ( t h o s e  w l ~ o  have disco\~eret l  
hidtlen revelat ions) ,  ant1 the  K h e n p o s  a r e  permit ted to u3e retl ink o n  their  
seals, while t h e  on ly  layman \\fit11 this  privilege is the  l'rime hl inister  in his  
official capacity." 

A point of interest ,  and  a fieltl for  enc~uiry,  in connection with t h e  early postal  
history of T ibe t ,  is indicated I)y the  existence dur ing  t h e  midclle 'nineties of last  cen tury  
of a Cus toms house of the  C l ~ i n e s r  Imper ia l  Cus toms a t  \ - ; l t~lnq.  T l ~ i s  Cus toms l ~ o u s e  
w a s  opened  in 1894. and ,  apparen t ly ,  continued t o  function until t h e  \vithdra\ral of the  
Chinese fronl T ibe t  in 1912. D u r i n g  t h e  t ime tha t  the  Chinese posts  were  control led 
1)y the  Imperial  Cus toms it was usual for  a post  office to  be a n  ad junc t  to  t l ~ e  Cus toms 
house,  a n d  if  this  pract ice w a s  follo\ved at  Y a t u n g  it ~ v o u l d  mean  tha t  a post  o f f~ce  of 
t h e  Imperial  Cus toms P o s t  opera ted  there  f rom 1894 until (a t  least)  1896, when t h e  
direct ion of t h e  pos t s  passed to  t h e  C h i ~ ~ e s e  Imperial  Pos t .  I have never heard  of any  
of t h e  Cus toms P o s t  s t a m p s  exist ing with a Y a t u n g  pos tmark .  



11. T H E  TIBET FRONTIER COMMISSION, 1903-4. 

A .I'KE.I\'I'Y s i g l l ~ ~ l  in ISOO I)e(\\.ce11 C l ~ i l ~ a ,  act ing a t l ~ c  suzerain of 'l'il)et, anti 
Grea t  Ilritain r c g ~ ~ l : ~ c e , l ,  ~ I I I < I I I ~  0:11cr I I I : I ~ I C I - > ,  I I I V  ct111(1t1ct o l  t1-:1(1e l ) c t \ v e e ~ ~  11i(Iia 
:t11[1 'riljet t 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 u g l 1  SikI<i111 ;LII ( I  1)rovidetI for [lie 1-ig11t 01 free ;lcccss to  13ritibl1 

--ubject.; at  a tratle nl;lrt that  \\;as to  I)e openetl a1 Y a t u l ~ g .  I ' n l ~ l r t u n : ~ t e l v  the C l ~ i n c s e  
t ;over~i r i~er~t ,  tlespitc their :issertetl suzerainty,  \verc 11nal)le to 1)ersuatle t h e  Tibe tans  
11) recognise the  a g r c r ~ n e n t  ant1 it provetl usclc\s  in practice. In 1899 the Viceroy of 
India (Lort l  CLIr70il o f  I iet l leston) entlcavouretl tc) t rea t  tlil-cctly \v i t l~  the 'l'il)et:ui 
au t l~or i t i es ,  wit11 a \ ic\v to t l ~ e i r  agree ing  to  t l ~ e  provisions 111 l l ~ c  'L're:~lv. Ijut 1cttc1-s 
which h e  atltlressetl to the  L>alai 12anla \\.el-c r e t u l - ~ ~ e t l  u ~ ~ o l ~ c n e t l .  ' l ' l~is t l iplo~natic  
discourtesy,  by itself, woultl not  Iiave I)een a c r i o ~ t s  m a t t e r ,  I)nt t l r ~ r i n r  loor it w a s  
~ . u ~ ~ ~ o u r c c l  ( : I I I I I  cer tain act ions gave cretlence to t l ~ e  ~scpor t )  t l ~ ; ~ t  n T r c a t y  I~;ltl bee11 
c o n c l ~ ~ ~ l c ~ l  I )c t \ \ , cc%~~ l l ~ e  I.)al:~i ILanla ant1 Russia w h i c l ~  \,i~-tu;llly ~)l;icetl Til)et nntlcr 
Russi ; l l~ pro tec t io l~  T l ~ e  idea o i  111e R u s s i a ~ ~ s  haying accc ...; t o  the  111tliar1 fruntier 
\\.as olle that  t l ~ c  I;rili.;l~ $ ; o \ c ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ i c ~ ~ t  co~11(1 not  enter1;~in anti they t l ~ e r c f o r e  t l e t e s ~ ~ ~ i n c ( l  
to tliscuss t l ~ e i r  j i r i c \ : l ~ ~ c e s  t l~rcc t ly  \ \ ' i t l ~  t l ~ c  'l ' i l)ct;~n Go\ ,e rnment .  As tlie lil-st s tep  
it \\'as tlecitled, in ;Igreement with t l ~ e  Chinebe ( ; O \ , C I - I I I I I C I I ~ ,  t o  e l i ( l e ; ~ v o ~ ~ r  t~ arr;\ngcJ 
a rnee t i~ ig  \ \ ~ i t l ~  t l ~ c  'T i l )c ta~~ a u t l ~ o r i t i e s  a t  k'l1;umba J o n g ,  fifteen ~ n i l e s  nust11 of S i k k i n ~  
on  tlie 'l'ihetan side of 111c frontier .  ' l ' l~esc, I)ricfly, \vese t l ~ e  evcnts  w h i c l ~  let1 to  t l ~ e  
n p p o i n t l n e ~ ~ t  of the T i l ~ c ~  Front ie r  Cotnmission. 

S i r  Franc is  Y o ~ ~ t ~ g l ~ i ~ s l ) : ~ r ~ t I   IS tlie leatler of the C o n i n l i s s i o ~ ~  ; ~ n t l  a s  the  liritisli 
representat ive I I C  \\-:ti  instructet l  to  ncgoti;ite a n  a g r e e ~ l l e n t  with t l ~ e  'Til)etans. Wit11 
his staff ant1 all escort  lie arr ived a t  h'li;lrnha J o n g  o n  7 th  Jul!~. 1903. F o r  tlie 
convenience of the  hlission tlie Government  of Ir~tl ia  opened a nu~i l l )c r  of leniporary 
post  oftices. T h e s e  \verc ulitler tlie control  of tlie postal  superintentlent  of the  Jalpaiguri  
Division, I)ut otilv o n e  of these temporary  post  olfices was  actual ly o n  Tibe tan  soil. 
'This w a s  a t  K h a m l ~ a  Tony. ant1 Int l iar~ postage s t a m p s  ant1 a distinctive pos tmark  

were employe11 there.  I have seen only  o n e  specimen of tlie K l ~ a r n b a  Tong pos tmark  
and  f rom tlle circumstances of i ts  use it m u s t  natural ly be extremely scarce.  T h e  
specimen mentionetl is in m y  collection a n d  cancels  a n  Ind ian  4 a n n a  vellow-green 
Queen  Victoria (S.G. No. 23). Tlle s t a m p  is o n  a piece of tlie original  envelope, which 
a l so  slio\vs tlie c o s t m a r k  of Ranclii (16 s o  OJ), a n d  tlie K1iarnl)a J o n ~  pos tmark  is 
da ted  " 8 SO 0 3  (see illusf.rotion). Sir  Franc is  Youngliusbantl tvaitetl at  K h a m b a  
l o n g  for just over  five rnonths,  I)ut t h c  T i h e t a n s  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  to  negotiate with 
him ant1 in t l ~ i s  inaction they y e r e  encourajietl by t l ~ e  Chinese,  tvlio ou tward ly  pre te~ide t l  
to  suppor t  t h e  n i e e t i ~ ~ g .  Che l3ritish Mission therefore \\.itl~dre\v f r o m  Tibe tan  
~ e r r i t o r y  o n  13th D e c e ~ n b e r ,  ant1 tlie teniporary p o ~ t  ot!ice ceased to  function after  
a n  existence of on ly  five months .  

T h e  withdrawal of tlic AIission froni  K l ~ a m l i a  J o n g  \vas on ly  t h e  ~ r e i u d e  to  its 
re-entering Tihc t  \\-it11 a s t ronger  escort  ant1 a t lva~ic ing  through tlie Chumhi  Valley 
lo\varrls Gyantse .  T l ~ e  Ti l )e tans  I~ecanie  ex t remely  hostile t o  the  advance and  
endeavor~red  to  ol)struct tile p rogress  of the  A,Iis;ion. Severe  fighting occurretl a t  
r u n a  and  also in ant1 arountl  Gyantse.  T l ~ e  Llinsa G o v e r n n ~ e n t  still would no t  send 
any  responsil)le offici;ll to  negotiate \\,it11 tlie blission a n d  it w a s  therefore tlecided 
to prcceetl to  Lliasa. A point  of interest  tc, p l~ i la te l i s t s  is  t h a t  t l ~ e  officer c o m ~ i i a n d i n g  
tlie Mission's escort  \+?as Brigadier-General  J .  R.  I*. R'facdonald, w h o  a le\v vears earlier 
-In 1901-had signed the  circular  ~ u t h o r i s i n g  the  issue of the  Rr i t i s l~  Raillvay 

Administrat ion 's  5 cen ts  s t a m p  a t  Peking .  

\\'hen it \v:ls tlecirlc(! t o  advance  in to  tlie Chumbi Valley. t l ~ e  Intlian P o s t s  a n d  
'Telegrapl~s Depar tment  instructetl Mr .  H. Tul loch  t o  accompany t h e  Mission and 



Sir  Geoffrey Clarke,  in 7!1(. 1'0x1 Oflic-L, of Iudia J I I I ~  Its ,\'lory, gives the  following 
a c c o u r ~ t  of t l ~ c  l icl~l  p u s ~ ; ~ l  bcrvlcc a c c ~ ~ l r ~ l ) a ~ ~ y i n g  the  Mission:- 

" l ' l ~ c  ~ . a l ) i ~ l  I I C \ ~ I O ~ , ! I I ~ I I ~  111 lieltl post  oHicrs ~lcces.;itate(l t h e  appointnlellt 
d f  a s e c o ~ ~ t l  : , u p c r i ~ ~ t c . ~ ~ ~ l c n t ,  ; I I I ~  MI..  '4. l3ea11 \\'ah tlel~utctl fur  field service. O n  
the  6tl1 January ,  1904, h l r .  Ilean took  over  charge  of the  Hase Division, but  
jhor t ly  after  died of heart  tlisease o n  3rd Llarcll. 1904. T h e  entire a r rangements  
rllen de\.olvctl again o n  Air. 'l'ullocl~ until the  1st April, 1904, when Mr.  C. J.  
Ocase  took over  charge  o i  t l ~ e  Ease Division. 

" T l ~ c  h i i s s i o ~ ~  a t lv ;~ l~ce( l  o n  Gyantsc  c ~ n  t h e  4th April, 1904. F r o m  T u n a  
io  Gyantse  the rnail a r r a ~ ~ g e ~ n e n t  \\.ere in the  l ~ a n t l s  of the  ~ l ~ i l i t a r y  authori t ies ,  
ant1 only o n e  postal clcrl<. \v l~osc  duty it was  to  tli.;tributc lel ters ,  \vas sent  u p  
~ i t h  t h e  escor t .  'I'lle l l ishion reac l~c( l  Gyantse  OII, t he  14tl1 May.  and  a fieltl 
post  office l ~ a t l  to  Ile o p c ~ ~ e t l  t l ~ c r e  a ~ ~ t l  a t  sevcral o t l ~ c r  places o n  the  limes of 
;o~nmunica t ions .  'L'lle iorce remainctl a t  L l ~ a s a  f r u ~ l l  the  3rd Augus t  t o  t h e  
~ 3 r d  Sel)tenrl)cr ant1 re tur l~e t l  lo  Gy;1111sc (111 t l ~ e  6111 C)clol)cr, 1904. T h e r e  tvas 
by this  tirne a t  G y a n t i e  ;I I I  accu~nula t ion  of o\.cr 1,100 parcels addressed to  t l ~ e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t l ~ c  L l ~ a s a  co lurn l~ .  l111t hIr. A n ~ e l o ,  \\rl~o was t l ~ e n  placed in charge  
o f  the  atlvance tlivision, tlisposed t ~ i  t l ~ c n l  in t l ~ r e e  clays I x f o r e  t l ~ e  t roops  left 
o n  their  re turn  ~ n a r c l ~ .  ' l ' l~e c ie~n(~l ) i l i sa t i t~n  of the  force began I)\, the  end of 
October ,  ant1 t h e  postal oflicials \vcre ortleretl t o  leave C h u ~ n b i  on  t h e  26th and  
to  close the  fieltl post  orliccs b e t \ v c e ~ ~  Clluml)i and  Gangtok  o n  t l ~ e i r  \vay down. 
Mr .  T u l l o c l ~  rclincluisl~etl c l ~ a r g c  of t l ~ e  17.1'.0.s o n  the  28th November,  ~ g o j . "  
T h e  despatch uf Ijrigadier-General I. R. L. hlacdonald,  dated 9th October ,  1904, 

re fe rs  t o  t h e  work  of the  postal  service in 1l1e following paragraph:- 
" T h e  field postal  service had rnany difficulties t o  contend  with,  I)ut 

carr ied o u t  its work  satislactorily. 17rclm Siliguri to  T u n a  the  mails Mere carr ied 
by departnlental  agency ,  ant1 t l ~ e n c e  o n  t o  L h a s a  by n l ~ l i i a r y  agency.  U p  to  
Gyantse  ;I daily service \ ras  ~ n a i n t a i n c d  lat ter ly,  and  between Gyantse  ant1 Lhasa  
mails  \<ere carr ied by hlountctl In fan t ry  every t l ~ r e e  days." 
T l ~ e  w o r k  uf the  Mounted  Infan t ry  in carryin:: the  mails between T u n a  a n d  

Lhasa  w a s  not  acctr~nplishetl without  some excit ing incidents, fo r  the  route w a s  
somet imes  througll llostile count ry  and'  o n  se\:eral occasiolis the  mail and  i ts  escort  
were at tacked.  Major  W. J. Ot t ley  in his  book Il,'illr Alorrl~lrd I ~ r f ( l ~ ~ l r y  ill Tibc/ 
frequently allutles to the  car r iage  o f  ttfe mails. O n  page  88 h e  says:  " T l ~ e  hlou~ltecl  
Infan t ry  hatl plenty to  d o  no\\.atlays. r l ~ e y  were  ou t  every day reconnoitr ing.  F o u r  
Illen used to  g o  daily half-wxy t o  Icangma t o  fetch t h e  post-sixteen miles o u t  ant1 
baclc, ca r ry ing  u p  t o  30 pountls (so~netirne. ;  more)  of  nails o n  their  saddles,  a n d  
doing  their  journey nearly always in six hours.  T h e  post  w a s  11ow heing carr ied by 
the 1st Mouritetl I n f a n t r y  all the  way fro111 I ' u ~ l a  l o  Gyantse,  a distance of about  
eighty miles." L a t e r  o n  h e  wri tes:  " T l ~ e  three  lnen \ \ - l ~ o  were car ry ing  t h e  mail were 
fired o n  b y  a few Tibe tans  ahout  eight  miles out .  T h e  men let tllem have it back,  
a n d  cap tured  o n e  of  the i r  t ranspor t  ponies laden wit11 I~arley-flour a n d  their  ex t ra  
wardrobe .  T h e  mail escor t  was  increased t o  e igh t  men after  this." 

O n  20th May, 1904, occurred t h e  mos t  de te rmined  a t tack  o n  t h e  mail, m o r e  
than  ~ , o o o  Tibe tans  arn!)uslling it. 1)escribillg t h e  fight, Major  Ot t lev  says :  " T l ~ e  
Mounted  I n f a n t r y  mail escort  on  t l ~ e i r  \\.a>r back to  Gyantse  \vere passing between 
o n e  of these villages ant1 the  tllicl;et o n  the  le f t  I)anl; o l  the  river, \\hen the  Tibe tans ,  
hav ing  cleverly a m h s c a ( l e t l  them,  opened lire f rom all sides. O n e  m a n  a n d  five 
ponies were  killetl o n  the  spot ,  the  Lance-Naiclc in co~nnlal l t l  was  hit th rough both  
a r m s ,  render ing  him useless, another  nlan was  wountled in both legs a n d  could 11ot 



s tand  up,  and t w o  out  ( , i  tljc r e ~ n a i r ~ i ~ ~ c  ~ 1 r 1 - c ~  1,u11ich \\.ere L;O hevcrely wounded that  
they had to  I)e t l r s~royc t l  :titcr\v;~rtls. I'hc ' l ' i l ~ c I ; ~ ~ r s  go t  s o  c l ~ ~ s c  t l ~ a t  Ilrey u\ctl their 
3 \ \ . c ~ ~ - ~ I h  o n  the  I)c~nich. ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  l ~ : t ~ ~ c c - K . ~ i c l ,  ~ o t  l ~ i \  I I I < , I I  l o x c t l ~ c ~ .  I I I  t l ~ e  Ll~icket, \ ~ I I ~ I I C C  
tlley- ret;tliate<I 01, Llrc 'I'il)ct:111s, : L I I ~ ~  3l1ot t h ~ 1 1 1  ( I o \ \ I I , > o  (111ic'lily t11aL 111ey (11ebv olT ;I 

bit, thougll still liceping uj) ;l sleatly lire C I I I  1111.111. 1 ~ I C  1.a11ce-Naiclt bch;~\-ctl 111ost 
gallantly, ant1 t l tougl~  urral~le to 1lse l ~ i s  rille, I I ~ ) C I I S <  tlrc ~)ac l ic t s  of cartr idges wit11 
his tcetll ant1 passed them 1.uunil to  his Illen to  fire. I l ~ e  \ V I ) L I I I ~ I ~ ( I  III;III cra\vletl bchinrl 
a Lree, jvlrence Ile kept 111) a v i ~ o r o u s  lire o n  I l ~ c  elremy; and tlrus, t rue to  t l ~ c i r  du ty ,  
llley (lefentletl tlrc 1nail-1);t~z O I I  tlrcir liilletl ;mil \vor~ntlctl ~ ) o ~ ~ i c . ;  so  h u c c e s s i ~ ~ l l y  t l ~ n t  
OII[ 01 tire seven mail-1)ag.s in t l ~ c i r  c l r a r ~ e  o~r l ) .  o n e  [el: into tlre Ilantls of t l ~ c  c ~ r e ~ n y . "  

N o  infornra t io~r  is av;~ilal , l r  of t l ~ c  I I I I I I I O C I .  01 licl(I post officch tlrat \\.ere opened 
:,lltl in o p e r a ~ i o n  O I I  t l ~ e  route Lo ~ . I I ; I S ; I .  1rei1l1t.1- (lot'3 there sccln to  I)c ally rccor-cl o f  
t]leir Iocatiotis. I Ira\-e heell only three. (lill'erent ticltl post  ol'ticc ~ ) o s t ~ ~ l a ~ - k s :  1:.1'.0. 
NO. 70, li,lJ,O. XO. S I  ;111(l l:.ll.O. KO. S-1. o i  ~ I I c . w ,  KO, 70 \v;th L I W I  ~ t t  Y L I I L I I I ~ ,  
N o .  81 a t  I ' l ~ a r i j , o l ~ ~ ,  \vl~ile  ticl(l 1)ost ullicc No. 84 \\.;13 al11);trclrtly locatc(l e i t l ~ e r  in o r  
near  tiyarrtse. I ' l ~ e  1)ost oflice ~11;t t  \ \ - ; I \  ollenc(l ; ~ t  I . ~ I ; I s ; I  \ \ , l rc~)  t l ~ e  h,fissio~r reaclre(l 
t l ~ a t  seclurletl city on  . < ~ - t l  I ~ I I K L I . ; ~ ,  I O O ~ .  \ \ . ; I \  3 1 1 l l l ) l i ( , ( l  \ v i ~ l r  t l ~ c  \\ell-linu\vr~ p o h t n ~ ; ~ r l <  
\vith the e r roneous  s l~e l l ing  " I ~ . \ I I s ~ . \ . "  . l ' l ~ i <  I ) I I S I I I I ; I I - I \  \\,:\I, 113e(l r i g l ~ t  I I I I - ~ U K I I  Llre s tay 
of the  hlihsion in L l ~ a \ a .  I)ut a t  t l ~ c  I I ~ : ~ I I I I ~ I I :  Oi Scl) tcnrl~cr ; i ~ ~ o t l r e r  o ~ r e  was  ;11so 

e l n p l o y ~ d  with the  n a m e  s1)elletl " I,H.\ss:\." 7 ' 1 1 ~  liel(l pust ( ~ R i c e  a1 Llrxsa w a s  closetl 
when the  hiission withtlrew o n  r j r t l  S e p ~ e r r ~ l ) e ~ - .  111tlian pos tage  s t a m p s  were  used 
throughout  t h e  p ~ r i o t l  of t h e  hl ission's  s o j o u r ~ ~  in Tibe t  and mos t  of the  s t a m p s  then 
cur ren t  in India,  O n  H.M.S." a s  \\-ell a s  ortlin;t~-y, \ \ere available tn  m e m b e r s  of tlre 
Mission a n d  i ts  escor t .  

111. BRITISH-INDIAN POST OFFICES I N  TIBET. 

W H E N  t h e  17alai L a m a  heart1 tlrat tlre 13ritislr hlibsion and  the  accompanying  
forces had re;tcl~ed G y a r ~ t s e  an(l  were marching o n  L h a s a  Ire fled to China.  
T h e  result  w a s  that  \vhe~r  Sir  Franc is  Young1iusl)and arr ived a t  the  Tibe tan  

capital  Ile \\,as faced wit11 tlie position tha t  the  chief pulitical power  of t h e  S t a t e  was  
no t  there  t o  negotiate with.  Ho\vever,  af ter  prolvngetl tliscussion \vith the  Tibe tan  
officials \\rho had remainetl in Lllasa, a T r c a t y  \vas (11-awn up a n d  it \\as s igned on  7th 
September ,  1904, by tlie representat ives of T i l )e t ,  w l ~ o  also atlixetl ?he  seal of t h e  Dalai 
Lania.  Atany of tlie prc-)\-isior~s of the  'I'reaty, for  political reasons,  were  no t  acceptetl 
o r  enforced by the  Ilritish G o v e r n m e ~ ~ t ,  ant1 pl-actically t h e  only tangible results  of 
the  hlission \\!ere t h e  appoin tment  o i  British Trat le  Agents  a t  Gyantse  a n d  Gar tok  
and  t l ~ e  estal,lishment of t rade  m a r t s  a t  tlrose places i r ~  atltlition to  Yatung.  Bri t ish-  
Indian postal  agencies were  opened at  t h e  th ree  to\vns an(! also a t  Phar i jong .  

Several  types o f  postlllarks have been employed a t  these postal  agencies a n d  
detai ls  o f  these a r e  given I)ell>\v, toge ther  \\-ith a few part iculars  of the  towns.  

G ~ I U ~ ' O K . - T I I ~ S  place is s i tuate in W c s t e r n  Til)et  ( N a r i )  a t  a pass in t h e  Himalayas  
connecting 'Tibet with Intlia. T h e  pass is open  o ~ ~ l y  tlurina the  S u m m e r  months-Map 
to  October-ant1 is 1;rrgcly used 1,y Nutltll~ists o n  pilgrilnages to I<arlas. Gar tok  is 
about  I j,IOo feet above  sea level ant1 is very colt1 dur ing  t h e  \\.inter months .  F o r  this  
l eason  it is practically tlesertetl in tlie \\.inter. Tlre first I!ritish I r a t l e  .4c~ent  a t  Gar tok  
w a s  T h a k u r  Jai Chand,  a nat ive of good  family. 



A pvstal aKency ( \r . i t l~ tlie s ta tus  of a branch office) was opened about  1 9 9 .  
I I)elie\-e it is no\v clo>ctl a s  it is not n ren t ione~l  in the  niost recent edit ions o f  the  
/ o ,  I I r 1 1 i  I l ' l ~ i .  p t~s ta l  agency functil.nc-d only during the  
Sullll~rcr Inr)r~tl~. i  an(1 \\'ah (.l~~cl(.il I ~ c l \ \ . e ~ n  N r ~ \ . c ~ t ~ l ~ e r  sntl Apri;. T h e  only type o f  
p o % t t ~ ~ a r l <  t l~ ; l t  1 11;1\.r > ( - c , I I  t;.c<I nl  ( i a r ~ o k  i y  t l ~ c  1,ne illu5trated 

G~.w~~sr?.--'l'lre first T!ritizll 'I'ratlc . \sctr t  al)l~<bintecl I ~ e r c  was  Captain ( la te r  Sir  
l:retlrricl<) O 'Connor ,  at  tlrat t i ~ n c  1)rollnl)ly tlir crnly ivhite tnan \\-lro coultl speak 
Tibe tan  fluently. 1'0 t l r i  a c c o n r ~ ~ 1 i ~ l i m c n t  I I C  a(l{letl tlre nl~il i ty ti) read and write  tlre 
language.  F-Ie l ~ a t l  acted ;IS secretary and intcrpreler  t o  t l ~ e  \ ' ,~ungl~us l )and  Mission 
:~ntl soon after  t l ~ e  retur-n Oi tlrc l l i \ s i o ~ i  Irolrr Lhasx  he ttrol; up Iris duties at  Gyantse.  
.4 post oflice \\-;IS c~penrrl  ;ind is still I ~ ~ n c t i c ~ n i r i ~ .  'I'he first p ~ i s t n i a r k  employed w a s  
a sillale-linetl circlc in5cril1c(l (rountl t l ~ r  tup)  " I ; \ ' \ I ~ F - I I I w ~ "  and ( round  the  b o t t o m )  
" S I ~ . I I : I ~ I I T - I I . ~ S I " ;  c r o \ <  { ~ r i  c i ~ l r e r  \iclc ~ l i \ - i ~ l c s  t 1 1 ~  t\\-u in scrip ti^.^^^^, \\-Ilile the  d a t e  is 

Three types of postmark used at Gyantse. 

in t s u  l i ~ t e s  $ t h e  2enf.rS L a t e r  t>"pcr 3rc  la rger  a n d  cuarain t h e  \vurtls " ou. t r~*e"  
(:kt t a p )  a n d  111111.1 (at I t ~ t t ~ ~ n )  I % C ~ Z I L ' C I I  t w i t  ~ T T C I C \ ,  witli the  d a t e  t r c ~ w c c n  parallel 
lines in the cent re ,  l"he wcontl  tylre of ~ ~ o * t n ~ a r  l\ t l i r -  l>cen forged ant1 I ~ e e n  applistl 
to Ind ian  atamI>s stuck o n  envelrjpe.i, 1wtl1 $el)3rrrtely artrl in  conjunction with forgeriev 
of tile 1033 i ~ b u e  of Ti!i&t. T l t e l e  eii\.clope,c iie\o, V I  cuurae, rrever beed t h r o u g h  t h e  
post, a n d  they form par t  CII a well-thought-out ~ c l r e m e  for  fui2ting tile iorged Tibe tan  
s tamp5 o n  co i lee t s r \ .  T h i s  plot \\ill  Ire clealt \with la te r  (See  W1.-The Secotid I s s u e  
of T i b e t  120stage Stanlps.  1913.)") (;> antso  lies t)n the t r a d e  rou te  bet\\-een India a n d  
t k s s a ,  be ing  a b o u t  1-16 irt~iles Ironr t h e  T i l ~ c t a n  capital  alwt 184 miles frarn dirngtok in 
Sikkira; i t  is si tuxte a t  rntrrr tlran i,j,0~10 feet allove sea  level. 

Pr~~ir.li)xti.--In Tilaetan tltix tctwtr is callerl Pl~agt-I ,  n ~ e a n i n g  " flte pig hill,'* ant1 
i l  lla.: heen  relerrctl to I)?  us,lrrc tr:i\t.ller\ 3.; "foul  I'hari." I t  is a very dirty ancl 
e t i l  ~rrrcl l ing glace, tkotl) 'I'il)ctan> a n d  Io~.etpners wcnx aa.reed upcrn t l r a t  1 % ~ :  di r t  anti 
s tnel ls  ditl not tletur thq lrrtliat~ G o \ e r r u i r e t ~ t  Brow esfablislring a prlst uffice there. 



The Postage LStn~/r,oqs of T i b ~ t  

I 'harijong, sitclated a t  an allitclde of  I,.ooo feet ,  is prol)al)ly the  l ~ i g l ~ e s t  ( t h e  dotthlr 
r11/~-11dr(' is c~navoid;ll)le) to\vn, and  certainly t l ~ e  I ~ i ~ l ~ c . ; t  1)ernlanent po \ t  office, i n  tile 
I I ~ .  \ l ' h e ~ ~  l ir i t  uper~etl ,  tile post oflice \\-;IS ap l )a~c-n t ly  ~r~;tinl!f Tor t l ~ c  b e ~ ~ e f i t  o f  t l l c  
s m ; ~ l l  Indian garrison t l ~ ; ~ t  \\.:IS 3tationetl a t  I 'har i j~)ng ,  a n d  i t  \\.:IS cla\sccl ;IS a hell] 

P o s t m a r k s  used  at Phar i jong .  

post  ol6ce. 'l'he carlies1 ~ ~ u b t n i a r l i s  a r e  inscrihetl " 1'11.\11I.1oS~~-~.I~.o. N o .  81 " l )e t \~ec t i  the 
lilies o f  a  (louble circle. u r  \vithin t l ~ e  c i r c u n ~ l e r e n c e  u l  a  single-linetl circle, the date 
I,eing ;lcro;s the  centre.  L a t t e r  ~ ~ u s t n l a r l i s  [lave only t l ~ e  name of the  town anal t l ~ c  
date.  T h i s  post  ofhce is still in existence. 

E'.4'rrsc;.-Tl1is place lies a t  the  head of the  C h u ~ n b i  Valley,  a n d  the  Indian post  
~ I i i c c  tha t  \vas ~11)enetl I ~ c r e ,  a t  tir.t, touk i ts  n a m e  i rom the  val ley:  Chumbi.  I n  1909 
the post  ofhce tool< t l ~ r  n a m e  1)i the t~)\vn-Y:~ti~nc-ant1 this is t h e d e s i g n a t i o n  that  
has  since heen usetl. I.ike Pllarijc~nfi, this  o f i c e ,  at  t l ~ e  beginning,  w a s  classed a s  a 
lieltl post  offire anti e~ i ip l ( t>e t l  ;I y r~ . ; tm;~~- l i  i n t l i c ; ~ t i n ~  t l ~ c ~ t  it \\,as F.P.O. No. 70. W i t h  
the chnngc  of n a m e  to \'stung ;I ne\v ~ l o s t n ~ a r l c  t l ~ a t  reat1 " Y A ~ . ~ J ~ ( ~ - T ~ B ~ T / v ~ A - ~ ~ L ~ G ~ ~ R I  " 

was  introduced.  T l ~ e r e  ;trc 3 e \ r r a l  iliCTerent types of ~ m s t n l a r k  with this  wording.  
T h i s  office i s  still open .  

All c o n t e m p o r a r y  lrltlian l justage s t a m p s  were available for  use  a t  these post  
offices, t h e  s tamp3 :it present  in use a t  t l ~ e  th ree  offices still functioninq be in^ t h e  cur ren t  
set .  

IV. C H I N E S E  P O S T  O F F I C E S  I N  T I B E T ,  1909-13. 

I N .April, 1906, repl-cwntat ives < ) f  t l ~ e  I(ritihli ant1 Chinese G o \ - e r n n ~ r n t \  met  in 
l 'eking to  tliscush t h e  gro\,isions (11 the  T r e a t y  that  I~a t l  been negotiated twu yea!-> 
earl ier  in L.haha I)!. S ir  F r a r ~ c i i  \ ' u ~ ~ ~ i g l i u s b a n ( l .  T h e  ~) r inc ipa l  result 11i t l ~ e s e  

discussions was  that  C l ~ i t ~ a  \\.as gi\.cn a free hand in Til)ct .  ; ~ n ~ l  tv i t l~ i r~  a fc\v year.; 
was  taking full al lvantage o f  t l ~ e   usit it ion thu.; creatccl. l)i11-i112 t l ~ c  ~ c c o n ( l  half ( ~ i  
1900 ;I l a r a e  furce 01 Cl~inebe  tr111~l)s m;rrcheil in to  Ti1)c.t. ; I I I I ~  in J ; I ~ I I ; I ~ ~ ,  1y10, 111~. 
T i l ~ e t a n  Army \vas i l~ ic ;+ te t l  at  Cl~a l ) t lo .  Rie:~n\vllile, the  I ) ; r l ; t i  1.a111a. \ v l ~ o  l ~ a d  flc(l 
lo China i l l  1yo4 b e f ~ ~ r c  t l ~ e  advancin:: Ilritisli iorces,  hat1 r e t u r ~ ~ c ~ l  lu L l ~ a s a  after  an 



Postage Stamps Tibe t  

absence of live years.  H e  reached his capital in December,  ]goy, but  within two 
~ l lon t l l s  he w a s  a fugitive again,  this  t ime f rom the  Chinese invaders, who occupietl 
1-llasa in February ,  1910. H e  sought  sanc tuary  on  his second flight in India, a t  
I jar jeel ing,  a n d  there  he remained lor  more  than  t w o  years  a s  the guest of tlle Indian 
C ; o \ , c r n ~ ~ ~ e n t .  Great  Iiritain protestetl to  China against  the  invasion, but I ~ e f o r e  any  
s t ronger  measures coultl Ije taken a re\ .olut ion,  led by L)r. Sun-Yal-Sen,  hat1 broken 
out  in Chin?,. in Octol)er ,  1911,  t l ~ e  E ~ n p e r o r  had been (lepuserl ant1 a republic 
proclainletl. l h e s e  e\-en15 ~ l a t u r a l l y  l~a t l  their  repercussions in l ' i l~e t .  T l ~ e  Tibetan5 
robe against  t l ~ e  irlvaders, M T I I O ,  t l e ~ ~ ~ l . ~ r a l i s e t l  hy t l ~ e  happenings a t  hornc, retreated 
: ~ n d  \yere ejected from the country.  

O n e  of t l ~ e  lirst t l~ ingh  l l ~ e  C l ~ i ~ ~ e s e  tlitl in their  a t tempt  ~ I . J  re-establis l~ their  
Iloltl 011 l'iljel \\.:IS to  inaugurate a postal service. T h i s  new service was entirely 
t l i s t i ~ ~ c t  l rvm t l ~ e  ( ;overr~nlent  Service of Couriers  ( I  C l ~ n n y ) ,  w h i c l ~  l ~ a t l  exi>tetl 
within t l ~ e  Cl1i1le3e I -n~pi re  frotn t ime i m ~ n e m o r i a l  and  has already been reierretl tt, 
( ( - I : .  ,page 2). ' l ' l~e poslal service inauguratctl in 1909 organised Tibe t  a s  a pustlrl 
t l i s t r~c t  o i  the  C l ~ i n e s e  Imperial  Pos t .  T h e  district thus  created was  in c l ~ z ~ r g e  of a 
Pos ta l  Co~nmihs ioner  ( M r .  1:eng W e i p i n g ) ,  with headquar te rs  a t  Lhasa ,  ant1 post 
offices were opene(l  at  Chabdo,  Gyantse,  Phar i jong ,  Shiga tse  a n d  Yatung .  T h e  atl- 
ministrat ion o l  t l ~ e  C l ~ i n e s e  postal service in Tibe t  w a s  very efficient ant1 progressive, 
ant1 t o w a r ~ l s  the  cntl of its lile a Inoney ortler service hat1 actually I)een startetl.  T h e r e  
\\.ere t w o  mail routes,  I I O L I I  radiat ing from L h a s a ;  o n e  to lntlia throng11 Gyantse,  
I ' l ~ a r i j o n ~  a11(1 1-a tuny ,  ant1 the o ther  tu China Ijy way of C l ~ a b d o  ant1 I latang and 
t l l rougl~  t l ~ e  ~ ) r o v i ~ ~ c e  o i  Szechuan.  l ' l ~ c  ruute to  China was re-establishe(l in 1911 and 
coveretl a tli.stance o l  1,666 miles, t h e  mails being carr ied the whole way I,y military 
couriers  on  horsehack.  

A t  f ~ r s t ,  urtlillary Chinese pos tage  s tamps  without  overprint  o r  s u r c l ~ a r g e  were  
employrt l  ant1 1no5t trf the  contemporary  s tamps  of China a r e  known t o  I ~ a v e  been 
used in T i l ~ e t  ( luring 1909-11. Natural ly,  Chinese s tamps  with Tibe tan  postmark.; 
a r e  i n u c l ~  h u ~ ~ g l ~ t  af ter  a n d  a r e  rare.  Dur ing  1911 Chinese postage s t a n ~ p s  (1yo2-ro 
issues)  were surcharaet l  with new values in Indian cur rency  (annas  and rupees)  for  
use a t  t h e w  oflices; [hey came into use, a t  Lhasa ,  a t  the  beginning of h la rch ,  and  at 
the  o t h e r  olfices a little later .  T h e  earliest record of their  use tha t  I have seen is 
a let ter  tlatetl 17th April, 1911, f rom Lliasa, but  Mr .  T h e o d o r e  M .  Newman,  of New 
York,  tells m e  he l ~ a s  a cover dated f rom Lhasa  o n  9th March.  1911. T h e  surcharg ing  
\vas the  \\:ark of t l ~ c  print ing office of the Cus toms Statistical 13epartnlent at  Shanghai ,  
and  very creditably it was  clone, one  al,norinal variety only occurring on  t l ~ e  eleven 
t lenominations that  were surc l~arge t l .  T11e surcharges  were in I)lack, and  consistetl 
o f  the new values intlicate(1 in each of th ree  languages-Chinese. English antl Tihetan.  
T h e  s tamps  s o  t rea ted  were a s  follows:- 

" Tl i ree  Pies,:' on  I cen t  brownish orange .  " Foul. Anna:" 011 20 cents  marone .  
" Half  Anna , ,  o n  2 cents  deep green.  " Six  Anna.; on  30 cen ts  vermilion. 
" O n e  Anna  o n  4 cents  scarlet .  " T w e l v e  A n n f s "  on  50 cen ts  green.  
" T w o  A n n a s  " on 7 cen ts  crimson-lake. " O n e  Rupee  o n  I dollar red and  flesh 
" T w o  & Half  k n n a s  " o n  10 cents  sky-blue. " T w o  R u p e e s "  on  2 dollars  claret  antl 
" T h r e e  A n n a s  on  16 cen ts  olive-green. yellow. 

O w i n g  to  the  differing size a n d  make-up of t h e  shee ts  of s o m e  of t l ~ e  values,  
t h e  size ant1 .;llape of the  se t t in~ , . s  for the  surcharges  also varied. T h e  3 pies, 4, I ,  z ! ,  
-3. 4. 6 ant1 1 2  annas  were  surcharged  o n  blocks of forty s tamps  ( t w o  panes of twenty  
side hy  side, each of five rows  of four) .  T h e  2 a n n a s  was  surcharged  o n  blocks of 
fifty s t a m p s  ( t w o  panes of twenty-five side b y  side, each of five rows  of five). T h e  
t w o  highest  values, I rupee and r rupees, were  surcharged o n  l)locks of forty-eight  
( o n e  pane,  consist ing of six rows  of eight) .  I n  t h e  se t t ing  of the  surcharge  for  the 
.j a n n a s  occurretl the  o n e  abnormal  variety of the  issue-a w r o n g  iount  inverted " s "  
in "Annas ."  T h e  position of this  variety has  been variously stated 1)y philatelic 
wri ters ,  but  f rom 1)locks of this  s t a m p  which I have examined I believe t h e  correct  
position t o  l ~ e  the  third s t a m p  of t h e  third row ( N o .  I I ) )  of the  r igh t -hs l~ t l  pane.  
Mr.  F. P. Renaut  ( , S f ( ~ ~ r ~ l e ~ ~  (;ihhorrs' Ar lo~r / /~ l~~ Cirr~ilur, June ,  1923, page ,312) ztatrcl t l ~ a t  
11e hat1 rlisco\,ere(l a s i ~ n i l a r  variet!. tin the  3 pies, but  1 have 11ee11 i ina l~ lc  t o  obtain 
a n y  c o n f r ~ r l a t i o ~ ~  of its existence;  I I O  s u c l ~  variety w a s  presen t  o n  the panes of tlle 
3 pies tha t  I have examined. 



The I'osta!je Ht t r l r t  1)s of T i h e t  

Accotcling t o  Juati Rlencarin~ arrd XI 1). Ch~nv ' s  Desrrtptive Cflfflfogrce o f  Chir~eae 
Poslngr S h l ~ p s  (Sllanghai, rg37), p 20, t l ~ e  following quan t i t~es  were  surcl~argerl.- 

"Three  I'ies,; on I cent 72,200 " Four  Annas  " o n  20 cents .. . 31,zoo 
" Half Anna,, 011 a cents . . 108,200 "Six Annas " OI;, 30 cents . 12,060 
" O n e  Anna o n  4 cents .. 1o8.200 " Trvelve Ann29 on 50 cents 12,000 
" T w o  Annas"  o n  7 cents .. 65,200 " O n e  I iu l~ee  on I tlollar .. 4.800 
" T w o  & Half  t n n a s  " or1 10 cent4 72,200 " TWO Rupees " on 2 dollars .. 3,704 

Annas on 16 cents , . 30,200 

T h e  use of these snrcltargerl stamps \\,as very reatricterl, ant1 they mere not 
recognised except in T ~ l ) c t  anrl China 1-ettrrs passing from Tibet to  places ahroatl, 
Isy way of t h e  Gyantse-Yatung route t o  India, hatl to  Ile adrlitionally franked by 
Intlian stamps. T h e  reason for this was a lack uf agreemetit Ijetween the Chinese 
ant1 the  I n d ~ a n  Governmetits; later they t r~e t l  to come to an arrangement on  tlie matter,  
but before anything coultl 11e settletl the Cl~inese  postal service in Tihet  hat1 ceased 
to  exist. Let ter% for abroad sent by the  Cl~iriese post \yere llantletl over to the Tntlian 
post office a t  Yattrng where Intlian postage s tamps were affixerl Tlle Chinese lost 
nothing by this practice, as  tliey chargetl the \encler tlie full postagc pluq the cost of 
tlie Tndian postal rate As example9 oF these charges I give particulars of sotne of 
the covers i n  iny collectinn:- 

I .  Registered letter from Z.ha+:~ to Peking, via 'l'atung. Sliangliai and Tientsin. 
Franked lty ~urc l iargct l  Chinese 5talnps amounting tc) q annas and by Indian 
stamp5 totalling 44 annas. 

2, Regi~tere i l  let ter  from Lliasa t o  N i n ~ p o ,  via Yntun): ant1 Sl~anghai ,  
Surcliargetl C h ~ n e s e  stainl,c, 0 annas ;  Tntlian stamps, 4: annas  

3. Registered letter front Ll~a.ia tn nar jee l ing ,  via Yatung. Surcharged 
Chinese starnps, 6 anlias; Intlian ctanips, r j  annas. 
Registered letter  frotn Llias:i tn Sitnla, via Yatung. Surchametl  Cliinesc 
stamps. 6 annas:  Tntlian \talnps, 21 anna.;. 

With  the  outlrreak of the revolntinn in China in Octoher,  I ~ I I ,  ant1 t l ~ e  
precipitate w~tli t lrat \al  of the  Cltitrece garri%ons from Til)et, tlie position of the  
postal officials hecame Iiighlg t l a ~ ~ ~ e r o u c  T h e  C l~ inese  Postal  Commissioner a t  Lllaqa 
ant1 tlie Chinese clerks a t  the  uther post offices eventually having to  fly for  their  
l i ~ e s .  T h e  post offices a t  Lhasa,  Gyantse ant1 Sliigatqe had ceased t o  function by 
December, 1911, but the post offices : ~ t  Phar i jong and Ya tvng  continued t o  operate 
until the  early part  of 1912, while the  office a t  Cl ta ldo remained open until the 
heginning of 1914 anrl wac still tle.slratrh~nfi letters a t  t he  end of 1913. Apart  from 
Chal)do, lio\ve\.er, the  life of the Chinese postal service in Tibet  was  less than t\vn 
ant1 a half years anrl the periotl o f  use r ~ f  the surcharged s tamps was  well under a year. 

At least faur  different Iypes of postmarkc were employed rluring the shor t  
existence of the service and  tltece are descrihetl in t he  particulars of the  s ix  post 
ofices which fci1low:- 

T . ~ & s \ - T h e  l~eadquar ters  of the postal district and in charge of x Po-tal 
Co~nn~ i s s inne r  (Mr. Fenp  Weipingl  Four  tvpe- of poqtmark \rere used a t  this office 
T h c  first (Type  I.) i* a double-lined circle \vith the name " r m s h "  across t h e  centre 
pe tyeen  parallel lines, above is the  name of tlie citv in Chinese characters and helo\\ 
In Tthetan $aracters. 7 ) e  second (Type  IT.) is a douhle-lined c ~ r c l e  with the  Enpl is l~  
inscription rzl-lAsn-rror;;l rnuntl tlie 1)ase ant1 the reniaincler of the  postmark filler1 11p 
with the rcluivalents in Chinese ant1 Tihetan. These  two postmarks T have seen only 
a n  unsu~.cllargecl Clrineze stamps. T v p e  TIT. is the most u ~ u a l  type and iz found on 



Type  11. 

Type  111. Type  IV. 

I,otli the unsu r r l~ : l r~e ( l  stanlll% .i1111 i~l*lo t11rl.c >urcl~arserl  n i t h  \slue\ in atinas and 
rupecs 'I'ype I \ '  \ \as  ~ntrotlurcll  alubut Jul!, ICJ I I .  ant1 \ \as  in u~ only rlurinl: r l ~ c  
periurl r ~ i  currency r r F  the sut-rliargerl ilanlph: i t  i 4  \ in i~tar  t(:, T) l)e I l l , the prlnclpal 
~IlKereiicc. l ~ e i n ~  t l u t  tlie En.~!li\l~ ili*cr~l)tion " T , M \ - \ . I I I ~ I ' ~  I S  ill scriied capitals, 
wlrerea, 1 yl)e I1 I Itas \an%-seriietl lettering 

C I ~ ~ H I U I - - T ! I I ~  office \ \as  not opcnc(l u n t ~ l  L I I C  111icl(llc $ 1 1  I Q I I  and the  surcl~arg,rrcl 
st:um[,s appear t c ~  Ilal e been tile < ,n l \  one\ 011 \ale t l ~ e r e  It \va\ nut at tacl~erl  t o  the 
L l ~ a s a  ,ire,i, l1u1 was cuntrulle.rl 11y tlre C l )unsL~ng  office ( I~e;c t l~~uar tcr \  o i  t l ~ r  S-/e,chual~ 
pro\ ince  ~ ) o + t a l  tlistrict). ?\s n i e o t ~ o n e ~ l  cdrlier, i t  re~r~arnerl  upen until the  11egl1l11111~ 
.of ICJIJ.  a11d \vas still doilifi. pustal 11us111e~s a t  the enrl or 1913 There  are se \  era1 \\a>.> 
of spelling the name o i  this place-Cl~an~tlo, Cllia~ntlo, etc.-but the une \ \ l ~ i c h  is 
here used 1s that  fount1 rrn the postmark. T h e  postmark is Type  111. and it bears the 
Englib11 in s r ip t ion ,  " VH ~ I ~ O - I  rnri~." 

G v \ ~ ~ r e - T \ ~ o  type$ of postmark were  usetl here-Types I. and 111 T y p e  
I. has t he  name of the of ice  acrosc t l ~ e  ~ ~ n t r e - ' ' < ; ~  \ > t ; ~ ~ " - \ v h i l e  Tyl,e 111.  has the 
wortls " c.1 \vsl,.-llal;r " roun(l the t op  I lie tirht is lounrl c~nly OII the unsi~rcliarfi.cd 
\tatnps, but the  .;ectrntl i 4  found  on I ) c t t l i  uniurcl~arpetl  a n d  surc l~arged stamps. 

P~l\ltrrc~hri-The only postmark I I ~ a \ e  Tee; user1 from here is Type  1, and the 
name is rendered in tlre ctltl .spell ing-"~~~\ct~cl .4 Type 111. postmark was a l w  
probahly used hers  

S H I ( ,  \I~u:.-TM ( I  l ) o s t~~~a~ .ks -T>  pez I. and 111. Hotli a re  found cro t l ~ e  un.ui - 
charged Cl l~nese  stampc, hut on the \urcllarreci z t a n l g ~  Type  111. only ib foanil 
Type  1 i \  insrr~lretl " .;Hli:,\I/rv ancl T y p c  1 1 1  " s ~ l f i ~ l ~ l ' - l ~ l ~ l ' l . "  

\ . \~( ' \ ( : -T\ -pe  I l l  ~rn l )  Ila* I I P C I I  seen. :tntl ~t irccurz I ~ I I  1 ~ 1 t h  tlie un.;urcl~i~rgctl 
ancl the surrl~argecl s ~ : ~ I I I ~ ) ,  r r l ~ ~  1.'11g11-11 in\crll)tiun reads, " I \II'sc:--IIREI." A post- 
tllark In Type  I was probal~ly  also used, but I have not yet seen a specimen. 



V. THE FIRST ISSUE OF TIBET POSTAGE STAMPS, 1912. 

0 N E  o f  t l ~ e  re \u l t s  of rhe sojourn a t  I j a r j e e l i n ~  o i  the  I lalai  Latrla a t ~ d  his s t ;~ l l  
\vaz t l ~ a t  l l ~ e y  \\,ere :tl)le to  o l ) t a i ~ ~  a n  i r~s igh t  in to  tile at lvantagcs of a Starc 
c c ~ ~ ~ t r o l l e c l  .;)stet11 o i  postal col l~rnunicat ir , t~b,  ant1 it \vas dur ing  t l ~ i s  re\ i t le~lcc 

in India tllat the itlc;i of establishing, a '1'il)ct;tn puslnl service \\'as horn .  ' f l ~ e  1)alal 
Lanl;t ant1 l ~ i s  e ~ ~ t r ~ u ~ a g e  left Illilia t o  r c t u r ~ ~  Io l - l ~ a s : ~  tu\\,artls tllc e l ~ t l  of J I I I IC,  1912,  
but  for sc,llle titnc I)eiore t l ~ e n  1)rel)aratiorls i r ~ r  t l ~ e  inaugura t iu t~  of a postal srr \ . icc 
llatl I)ect~ p ~ - o c e e t l ~ ~ ~ g ,  and ,  i r ~  fact, a supply of postage stanlps had already been printed. 
(111 t h c  6tl1 J u t ~ e ,  ~ y ~ r ,  the  Kalitnpl.)ng corrcsl)ontlcl~t  of t l ~ c  l'iorrrc~r (of I ~ ~ t l i a ) ,  writing 
in that  journal, sa id :  " T l ~ e  Ilalai L a t l ~ a ' s  tlccisiut~ to s t a r t  for T ibe t  o n  [lie 24th is 
c a u s i l ~ g  a st i r  in o u r  Tibe tan  cltlarter . . . . T h e  ufficial in charge  of the  Ilew postage 
starnll>s has preparetl a r~uml)er  of se t s  o i  dies ( in  I)lr~cl.s of twelve) a n d  l ~ a s  been I)usy 
c s p c r i n i e ~ ~ t i n g  \\zit11 tlilIcrcr~t c o l o ~ i r s  of ink. T h e  starllps \\ . i l l  I)e issuetl s l ~ u r t l y  aftel. 
t l ~ e  arr ival  of t h e  p a ~ t y  i r ~  l ' i 1 ) l . t . "  .A s l ~ c e t  of t\\.elve of otle of these culoul.-trials 
r e a r l ~ e d  1<11glar1tl t lu r i l~g  S c p t e ~ l ~ l ) e r ,  1y12, ant1 it was sllc,\v~l a t  the  stall O F  M r .  W. '1'. 
Miilson a t  the ,lul)ilec I n t r r n a t i v ~ l a l  Starnp E s h i l ~ i t i o n ,  lleltl in London 4 t h - ~ y t h  Octol)er ,  
1912. T l ~ i r  s l ~ e c t  \vas printed in a rich \.iolet o n  whitc wove m a c h i n e - n ~ a d e  papet- 
and  was  of tlre o n e  lia-kang value. I t  w a s  i ~ n p e r f o r a t e  a n d  without  qunl. La te r ,  
; ~ r ~ o t l l e r  sheet  turnetl up. s imilar  i l l  e \ -ery respect to  t l ~ e  first, a n d  I believe that  
specimens Iroln t l ~ e s e  t w o  s l ~ e e t s  a r c  the  on ly  survivors of the  colour-trials matle in 
India. I I ~ a \ e  ;I p l ~ o t o g r a p l ~  cjf t h e  lirst > l ~ e e t  I)efore it \\.as cu t  u p  and  the  spccimen 
of the proof in nlv collection is No.  1 0  ft-om this  sheet .  Whi le  this work  was in ttlc 
press I had the  gootl fo r tune  to  acquire a h i ther to  unrecortletl 'Tibetan proof. I t  is 
of the o n e  k a - k a r ~ g  \,alue, ant1 it is pri~l tet l  i l l  Irright violet o n  ho~~rl-*~trmfe 1mtiz1e P U P P I ,  
s i n ~ i l a r  to  tha t  usetl for t l ~ e  issuetl s tamps .  

T l ~ e  pos tage  s t a m p s  \vere eve~l tua l ly  issuetl in L h a s a  in December ,  1012, but  they 
were no t  put  o n  sale in o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  count ry  until the  fo l lowi t~g  year.  T h e  issue 
consisted of five d e n o n ~ i n a t i o n s  ant1 t l ~ c  design is t h e  sarrle for all values. Evtdences 
of the  designer 's  res ider~ce  ill Ind ia  a r e  apparen t ,  l o r  t h e  f rame a n d  t h e  spandrel  
o rnamenta t ions  w e r e  obviously copied f rom the  K i n g  Ed\vard V I 1  o n e  a n n a  Indian 
pos tage  s tamp.  'l'he cen t ra l  par t  of t l ~ e  design sho\vs a lion-tl~e W h i t e  Lion  of 
Tibe t ,  sytnl)olical of t b e  Dalai  L a m a .  Sur rounding  t h e  lion a r e  inscript ions in Tibe tan  
an(l English,  reading Tibe t  Postagc,"  and  t h e  \-alue (in Tibe tan  on ly) .  

I karma-nga  (one-third of a trang-ka),  blue. 

'L'lle 5tatnl)s \Yere printed f r o n ~  \voodbloclis, each block c o n s i s t i t ~ n  o f  t\vel\.c 
engravings ( i n  th ree  ro\\,s of four )  of the  design.  A s  each engrav ing  w a s  d o r ~ e  
separately I)y hand  it follo\vs tha t  each of t h e  twelve stanips in t h e  nrinted shce ts  
tliflers in grea te r  o r  lesser  degree  from i ts  fell on.^, but it is n o t  prol)osetl to  tabulate 
the  tlitTerences I ~ c r e .  I'rinting f rom \ v u ~ ~ t l l > l o c l ~ s  is the  usual rnet l~otl  of typograplly 
in T i h e t  and  all the  11t1Iy books  a r e  protluced by t h e  xylographic process,  arhich was  
introduced in to  Tibe t  no t  earl ier  t h a n  t h e  middle of t h e  seventeenth  century.  



Postage Tibet  

'The paper used for these s tamps  is of native ~ n a n u f a c t u r e  a n d  it varies in 
t l~ ickness  a n d  quality Lo ,a very marked  tlegree. 0 1 1 r  wri ter  o n  Tibe tan  s tamps  
( T ,  I:. hfarr iner ,  P l~ i la fp l~r  Journal o j  ( ~ ' t c t ~ l  1jrit0111, \ ' ~ ~ l u n ~ e  X L V I .  pp. 162-164) 
endeavoured to  distinguish between t l ~ e  \ ;~r ic ,us  I , ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I I K ~  by the  variations in the  
paper, but  I an1 certain t11;1t it is 11u1 po$sil)le to  r ~ ~ a l i e  any  classification by this  
means.  T h e  quality of t l ~ e  paper range \  t l ~ r u u g l ~  all t l ~ e  decl- ies  f r o ~ n  pelure to  near- 
cartll)oartl, a n d  there  is n o  ~ ) a r t i c r ~ l a ~ -  t l~icl tncss t l ~ a t  can Le ~ l c - c r : l ~ e t l  a s  11or111al. Several 
t ravellers  in l ' i lx t  11;lve refcrretl to t l ~ e  'l'illet;~n n~etl iot l  o i  yal,er n~;rnufacture and OII  

this  subject  1 canrwt tlo I ~ c t t e r  I ~ I : I I I  c4uotc t\vo recent  \vriler.*, w l ~ c ~ ,  a l t I i ~ > u g l ~  t l ~ e y  
tliffer slightly in their  t lescri l~t ions,  a g r e e  in 5ubstallce. 1)avitl hlacdonald.  \vriting 
in 1929 (Tlzc Lorcd oJ tlrr. Ln~t ra ,  page 243): said:  " A l l  operat ions in i ts  (i.e. paper)  
manufacture a r e  performed I)y I ~ a r ~ t l  . . . . IGur making  coarse paper the bark  of a t ree 
o f  tlie genus  clapl~ne is collected, steepetl in watcr  i n r  several days,  and  then pulped 
l ~ y  wooden  rn:~llets till it r c a c l ~ e s  t l ~ e  consistency u l  a thin paste. T h e  pulp is then 
spread over  n ~ u s l i n  shee ts  fastcned in \\<ootlen I ra~uez .  'I'o,gi\-e evenness to the  paper,  
these frames,  muslin, pulp, and  all, a r e  gently agitated III water ,  then drained an11 
placed in t h e  open  air  t o  dry .  \Vhrn dry ,  the  s l ~ c c t s  of paper a r e  str ipped fro111 the 
frames,  t r immed,  a n d  b e c o n ~ e  ready for  use. T l ~ e  size of tlie shee ts  is roughly thir ty 
inches square ,  and  a n  average  papcr like Illis \vill cost  about  o n e  penny per s11ee:. 
F iner  paper and  rnore expensive is matle in exactly the  s a m e  way from t l ~ e  roots  of a 
poisonous plant ,  found in t h e  count ry  . . . . All Governnient  recortls a r e  still kept 
on  t h e  old-fashioned nlatcrial. l1i5ects never at tack this  a s  t l ~ e r e  is a po isor~ou\  
sul,stance incorporatetl t l ~ e r e i n ,  ;111(1 i t  is e x t r e ~ n e l y  t o u g l ~  and  tlural,le." 

F. Spencer  C l ~ a p m a n ,  a ~ n e r n l ~ e l -  of the  British Mission t o  L h a s a  in 1936-57, in 
his hook (Lhasa:  Tile I-io13g Cilg, page 176) \vrites: " T i b e t a n  paper is made of tlie bark  
of t h e  daphne  o r  o t h e r  shrubs .  W e  \vould often see it being prepared.  usually b y  a 
rnan o u t  of doors.  H e  \vould ~ l o u n d  u p  the  bark  with w a t e r  by spreading it on  o n e  
flat s t o n e  a n d  1,eating it wit11 another .  T h e  result ing mix ture  was  then spread o n  a 
wooden f rame four feet square ,  over  w l ~ i c l ~  w a s  s t r e t c l ~ e d  a fine wi re  Eauze. W h e n  
d r y  it w a s  removed f rom t h e  fratile a n d  t r immed.  T h e  paper is very  tough and  coarse 
a n d  resembles c r e a m  colouretl cartlboard. T r o u ~ h s  a r e  also used in which t h e  pulp 
is pounded underfoot .  O w i n g  to  t h e  poisonous na ture  of o n e  kind of b a r k  used, no  
insects  will a t tack  Tibe tan  paper." 

T h e  inks used for  print ing these stalnps a r e  of rich colour,  and.  taking in to  
considerat ion t h e  number  of different print ings tha t  would b e  necessarv during t h e  
long  period tlie s t a m p s  w e r e  cur ren t ,  1912-1933, there  is surprisingly little variation 
in shade.  T h e  s t a m p s  a r e  imper fora te  anti were issued without  gum. 

T h e  five values a r e  a s  follows:- 
r ka-ka9t.q (O~IC-sintlt of a frang-ka) : green,  pale green ,  deep  Ereen, emerald 

green.  I t  w a s  from t h e  print ing 1)lock of this  value tha t  t h e  colour-  
trials in violet, referred to above,  were  struck.  

I karrirn-r~ga (orir-third of  a trat~g-ka) : blue, deep  blue, ul tramarine.  
1 tsilrn-ky (or~r-liolf of n trcltrg-ka) : deep purple. violet, pale mauve.  T h e  

pale mauve sliatle is the  mos t  marked colour variat ion tha t  T have 
found a m o n g  t l ~ c  s t a m p s  qf this  issue. I t  \vas in use  dur ing  t h e  
period 1929-33. I have a s ~ n g l e  o n  cover da ted  16th Augus t ,  1929, 
a n  unused shee t  of twelve t h a t  came f rom Tibe t  in 1931, a n d  a n  
unused pair received f rom Tibe t  in 1933. 

I slco-kart. (hcfo-tlrirds of a trar~g-kn) : red,  carmine,  scarlet, brown-red,  rose. 
T h i s  is  t h e  mos t  interest ing value in t h e  set .  N o t  on ly  a r e  there  
m o r e  shade  ant1 colour variations, bu t  there  a r e  t w o  er rors  of 
engrav ing  o n  t h e  print ing I)lock a s  well a s  a variety caused b y  wear .  
T h e  e r r o r s  consist  of t h e  tvord " POSTAGE " spelled " POTSA~,E " on 
t h e  t\vo middle s tamps  o n  t h e  sheet  (Nos .  6 a n d  7). T h e s e  e r rors  
were  never corrected a n d  persisted for  t h e  whole  life of 
the  pr in t ing  blorl;. l ' he  variety car~set l  b y  wear  is nn  the  last 
s t a m p  o n  the  sheet  ( N o .  12!, a;d a l sz  affects,!he word  "POSTAGR." 
I n  t h e  later  prin!ings t h e  P POST.4GE be;ame worn  and 
damaged  s o  t l ~ i ~ t  ~t appears  a s  alPf" E 'I-'I pnrmon. 

I tvnrlg-.kn : v e r m i l i o ~ ~ .  ~ ~ r . a n c c - \ . e r ~ n i l i ~ > n .  
1)oul)le print.; nf all va lurs  crrcnr ant1 a l s ~ ~  varieties caused 1)v folds a n d  creases 

in the  paper,  I ~ u t  these. while of s o m e  interest ,  a r e  of n o  philatelic importance.  



In collectin:: t l ~ c  s tu~i i l ) s  o i  a COLIII~I-!. like 'l'ilbet, \ \ . I I ~ I - c  t l ~ c  I ~ L I I I I I I C I -  o f  le t ters  
\\nrittcll : I I I ( I  receivc(1 iz extremely s~~r: l l l ,  t l ~ e  acquisition ant1 l i s t i r~y  o l  ;III l l ~ r  tlitlercnl 
llostlnarl<s eml)loyed 1)). t l ~ c  l)ost:~l iel-\.ice is a l~so lu tc ly  i ~ ~ ~ p o s s i l ) l c  o f  aclr ic\ ,en~enl ,  
;,nil t l ~ e  notes that  i t~l lo\ \ ,  ~)rol);tl,l!. t o u c l ~  no  more  t11a11 Ll~e f r i r i ~ c  of t l ~ c  s ~ ~ l ) j c c t .  

Accortling to 1;ralicis P. R e ~ ~ a u t .  bvriting i l l  1923 ( "  Tibet ,"  .Tlarrl(~\~ Gibho11.r' d l o ~ l f / ~ / ~  
('iv(.lclnr, No.  46, pp. 3 1 0 - j l ~ ) ,  there \Yere : ~ t  tllnt l i ~ l l c  e l c \ e n  po\l  r>l'liccs in e s i z t o l ~ r c  
in Tibe t  a s  follo\vs:- 

Lhasa.  
Cl~o-RIo-Rak.  
Gna-Shi. 
Gyan-Die 
Gyantse.  

1%-Li. 
Pe-Nam ( r o  mile5 east  from 

Shigatse,  o n  tlie N y a n g  
R ~ v e r )  

l'liarijonl: 

S l ~ e - T a n g  (on  t l ~ e  13rahtr1a- 
putra,  70 miles south-east 
of L h a s a ) .  

S l ~ i g a t s e .  
, . I 2-Chan.  

Mr .  ' l ' l~cotlore h I .  N e \ v m a ~ ~  (Collrz~./ors' ('l~fh l'lri/trt~~lisl, Ju ly ,  1940) supplies the  
inforlnat ion that  a post  o f i c e  \vas ope l~e t l  a t  Nangar t se  i l l  1912, ant1 tha t  o t l ~ c r s  wcrc  
inauguratetl a t  hlctlag,ongli:~r :an11 ( ; I I : I I I I ~ ~ I ; I  in 1931 ar11l 10.32 res~)ect ively.  

l'lie p o s t ~ i ~ : ~ r l < s  i l l  u3e :r t  t l ~ c  11117re i ~ n p o r t a n t  offices, e . ~ . ,  1 - l ~ a s a  ant1 Gynntse. 
have the  nnlnc of tlie officc i l l  1-nc.li3l1 ;I.; \\.cII as in T i l ~ c t a n  cllaracters, but  t l ~ c  
inscriptions 1111 t l ~ c  p o s t ~ ~ ~ ; ~ r l < . ;  11i l l ~ c  \ I I I ; I I I C I .  0fficc5 :ire i l l  Til)ct;ln o111y. T I I C  fol lowing 
descril)ti\-e list of the v31.iot1~ ~ ) o \ t ~ l i ; l r l \ i  usell to c ;~ncc l  the  firqt i.;.;ue of 'I'ihetan 
s tamps  inclu(les all ! \ - l~c \  t l ~ a t  II:I\-c c o ~ i i c  t o  nl!- r~ol icc ,  .up l ) le l~~enle( l  1,y thc  part iculars  
gi\.en in hf r .  Ren;\ut ls  article. 

Genuine postmark ( I ) .  Forged postmark (I). 

( I )  T I I I \  I \  tile ~ \ I I L -  I I - L I A I I J  I < I L I I ~ ( I  (111 the-e \ ~ ' I I I I ~ I \  : ~ I I I !  l t  uc tz  ~ ~ ~ p ~ t r c ~ r t l ~  15 \~1ed  
to  t h e  p r ~ n c ~ p a l  o t l ~ c e *  It I I . I ILI\ \  11 n\ecl a t  Lhaza  (1, nql1.11 ~ n \ c r ~ p t ~ o l ~  " r ~ 4 5 4  r o "), 
C ~ > a ~ i t \ f  ( "  ( 8 )  I J o " )  A , ~ I I < ~ I I L ~ ~  ~ \ \ \ o \ l t l ~ l  I,o ) ,  l 'elt! ( ' * P I  1 1 1  I ~ O  "), 1'al-Ll an([ 
I - I  L'zudll\ ~ t ~ u c l ,  In Iblclrl. l ) u t  I IlCt\a I I C C U I \  a l sc~  In I)lue an(l ~reen15l1-b lue ,  ant1 
G \ d n t i e  In \ lo le t  'I lie 1-11:tz~i I ) I I \ ~ I T I ~ I ~ L  I I ~ \  llcen t o r ~ e t l  c t ~ i ( l  appl~ecl  to ge11u111e 
\tnrnp\ (;enullie po \ t ln :~rk \  nled\ure I i 1 6  1nc11 111 t l ~ a m e t c ~ ,  \ \ h ~ l c  t l ~ c  torgetl one. 
Iltcd\ule I $  ~ n c h   nothe her 1)0i11t of ~ I I H C ~ C I I C C  I \  t l ~ e  ou te r  c ~ r c l e ,  \ \ I I I C I I  1s I ~ I L I C ~ I  th~r l , e r  
In the  forger \  tlimi 111 t l ~ e  qelirlllle I / 1 / 1 1 1  ) T l ~ c  f o ~ g e d  ~ ) c t s t r n n ~ k  I \  fount1 
\ t ruck  111 a \ a l ~ c t \  0 1  c o l o i ~ r \  that  iz 1.1ck1n:: In the  ~ e l ~ u ~ n e - \ l o l e t ,  purple,  nlarone 
I ed,  e t c  

( 2 )  -4 large r)ostrnarl;, m e a s u r i n ~  i11.t  i,\-cr I I inch i l l  ( l i ; ~ ~ n e t c ~ - ,  i.St.(, rllr,.r/~-nlio~r.) 
I have on ly  seer1 this type  usecl fro111 I.11.1r:t. ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  l < ~ ~ c . l i ~ l ~  \ \ - , ) I . , ~ ~ I I K  rc.111~ ,' I.II.ISS,\ I > . ~ I . "  

S t r ~ ~ c l <  i l l  l~l:tcl,. 



( 3 )  h doul~lr- l inct l  cil-cul;~r. p18.11n;~rk \r-it11 t l ~ e  narne thc  oflice in I~r,tli Til)etan 
; , l l t l  ICngli\l~ I~el\r-ecn t l ~ c  I \ \ - ~ I  cil.clci, t l ~ c  ~ l a l c ,  in 'l'i11ct:ln. I , c i ~ ~ g  i r ~  t l ~ e  centre.  TIIC 
tliallletcr o f  t l ~ i s  ~ , o s t ~ n ; i r k  i \  ; ~ I I ' , L I ~  I .3, I6 i n r l ~ .  50 fal- I ~ a \ . e  5ecn this tylje used 
only a t  I . l~asa .  I t  i I I I I  I \  I . I . '  I I I ~ \ - c  11cer1 ~111;iI)le to  Ket a satisfactory 
illustration of this  type.  S t ruck  in I)lack. 

(4) T h i s  is similar to  (j), the  prirlciljal ditference I>cing tha t  it is worded 
" liliAS)rr\. I'.o." T l ~ e  " IJ" in " l,linbs:r " i b  t l e furn~cd  a n d  l c ~ k s  like a11 " E "  \v i t l~  the  
111i(l[Ile btsoke 111ih5irig. S t r ~ ~ c I i  in black. (.~.c-L, i / / i i . \ - / ~ ~ i / ~ o ~ i  p~i!gc 2 1  I .  

( j )  and  (6) Thehe  a r e  t l ~ e  p o s t ~ n a r k s  tl~;ct I ~ a v e  ' l ' l l~c ta~l  c11;lracters only.  
No. (5) measures  I &  inch in diameter ,  a n d  is illustrated abo\-e. No. ( 6 )  is 1 8  inch 
in d iameter ,  ant1 except  for i ts  size, it is s i ~ ~ ~ i l a r  to ( 3 ) .  ' l ' l~ese t w o  pos tmarks ,  and  
similar types  \Yere Issued to  111e srnaller otfices: l J e - N a ~ n ,  t iyan-Die,  She-Tang.  Shigatse,  
Cho-Alo-Rak, Ta-Clian and  l ' l~ar i jong .  1 have seen these s t ruck  only in black. 

~ ~ O ~ G E R ~ E S .  

'The ditliculty of o b t a i n ~ n g  adequate  supplies of these s t a m p s  f rom Tibe t ,  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of collectors, soon  led to  i o r g r r y  on  a la rge  scale. N o  fewer than  
three  different a t t e m p t s  have been m a d e  to produce counterfei ts  for the  deception of 
collectors  a n d  t l ~ e s e  a t t e m p t s  have not  been e n t ~ r c l y  Ivithout success. T h e  tirst forgeries 
m a d e  their  appearance  about  1920 a n d  in the  succeeding years ~ l ~ e  Continental  marke t  
was flooded wit11 these productions.  O\ving to  tlie difliculty of ge t t ing  any  ofticia1 
information frurii 'Tibet it was  a t  first believed by surnc collectors  that  they m i g l ~ t  
const i tute a new print ing f rom re-engraved blocks of the  actual  s tamps ,  a s  tlie 
differences ,bet\veen t h e  original statlips of 1012 and  these protluctions were  obvious 
o n  comparison,  t l i o u g l ~  not  s o  easily tletectetl ot l~er\vise.  Ho\ve\-er ,  the  fraud \vas 
soon  exposetl, a n d  shor t ly  after\vartls another  a t tempt  \vas n ~ a d e  a t  f o r g ~ n g  these 
s tamps ,  but  this  t ime the  forgers  ivere not  s o  successful in marke t ing  their  wares  and  
specimens of this  second lot of forgeries a r e  relatively scarce.  'lie third se t  of forgeries 
appeared  o n  t l ~ e  E u r o l ~ e a n  rrlarket al)out 19.37 a n d  prol,al)ly e r~ iana ted  f rom India,  
but  it w a s  a poor  production and  deceivetl few. .A description of these three se t s  of 
forgeries follows. 

The first sct of forgcri~,.~.-All five values \\-ere iorged and ,  s o  far ,  I ha\-e no t  seen 
them \vithout a fictitious c,cncellatiot~, though they probably d o  exist " unused." T h e  
genuine  s tamps  rneasure 19-10? mrn. in \vidth, anti approsirnately 224 nim. in height. 
while tlie forgeries a r e  IX$-:O m m .  \vide and  23-24 111111. high. .AS racll s t a m p  o n  the  
shee t  was  separately engraved,  it natural ly lol!o\vs that  there  is some t-ariation in the  
measurements ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  ol)servation applies t o  t h e  forgeries,  but  in the  genuine 
s t a m p s  t l ~ e  variat ion in size is slight, \\rhile in the  forgeries it is much m o r e  marked .  



Isike the  genuine s tamps ,  t l ~ c  f o r g c r i c  \ \ . c , ~ c  p r i ~ ~ t e d  i l l  s l ~ e e t s  of twelve ( t h r e e  rows  
o i  four) ,  but  in t l ~ e  slleets of the i111getl o n e  shc)-l;tr~r t l~el-e art: rlo " I ~ ~ I s A ~ : ~ "  er rors ;  o n  
the  o t h e r  har~tl ,  a ne\v variety \vas i l l \  cntc(l  :inti / ~ : l ( . - b ~ ~ . / ~ r ~  pairs  occur of t l~c.  fo rged  o n e  
!st-lrt& ks violct. l ' h e  n ~ e l l ~ o ( l  o i  ~ ) ~ - i l ~ t i ~ ~ g  these forgcries w a s  by l i t l ~ o ~ r a p l ~ ~  ant1 
con~pare t l  \\.it11 t l ~ e  originals  pri l~tet l  f r o m  \ \ - ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ l ~ ~ c l i ~  the  r e s u l t i ~ ~ g  i t i~l)ressiol~x a r e  
dull ant1 " flat," ivhile the  inks e ~ ~ i l ) l o y e t l  I I ; I \ . ~  not  he r i c l ~ n c s s  of c o l o l ~ r  tlrat is associntetl 

Forgery of I sho-kan (1st set). 

tvith the  genuine s tamps .  'l'he forger). o i  the  o n e  silo-ka~c which is illustrated is 
typical of t l ~ e  ren~ain t le r  of t l ~ e  set ,  a ~ ~ t l  i t  s l~oulcl  be  observed t h a t  t h e  shape  and  
position of t l ~ e  lion or1 the  forgerics is a gootl test, a s  t l ~ e  animal never a t ta ins  t h e  s a m e  
form ant1 place OII  the  genuine stanlph. 'l'lie " pos tmar l i s"  found o n  thcse forgeries 
seem to  I I C  o f  tlirec sor t s :  o n e  i3 a c o l ) ~ .  11i t l ~ e  ~ ) t ~ s t ~ ~ ~ a r k  of tlie l i r i t i s l ~  Intlian post  
oftice at  Gyanthc,  \ imilar  t c ~  thc secct111l type illustratetl 011 page 9. \vhile anothel- 
is a copy  of a ti bet:^^^ post lnark \\.it11 the inscription, " IJHASA r.o." in English and  the  
r e ~ i ~ a i n ( l e r  oi l l ~ e  l e t t e r i ~ ~ g  in badly f o r l ~ ~ r ( l  T i l ~ e t a n  c l ~ a r a c t e r s ;  t l ~ e  t l~ i r t l  is sI1o\v11 in 
the  i l lustrat ion,  ~vit11 t l ~ e  wort1 "1'()sl:\(;v" Llrt\veen t\vu circlcs R I I ~ I  tlie rcst of t l ~ c  
p o s t n ~ a r k  tillctl u p  \\.it11 various p\eu(lo T i l ~ e t a r ~  c l~arac te rh .  

Forgery of I sho-kan (2nd set). 

Tlre . T C ( . O J I ~  .irl o j  for~/t.rirs.-Tl~e only \.slues t h a t  I !lave seen of this  set  a r e  
the o n e  t s c l r i ~ - k ~  ant1 t l ~ c  o n e  s i l o - ~ U J I .  A s  can be seen by  t l ~ e  illustration of t h e  lat ter ,  
these forgeries a r e  not so  t langerous a s  tliosc of t h e  tirst set .  T h e  space between t h e  
top  of tlie forgery ant1 t l ~ e  cluter circlc is much grea te r  that1 in the  genuine  s tamps ,  
and this diFlerence 1)y itself i h  suficient  to  tlistinguish t h e  I ~ a d  f rom tlie good.  

Forgery of I ka-kang (3rd set). 



The lhird set of forgeries.-Only t h e  th ree  lowest values-one ka-kang. 
one  karr~ru-rrga, anti o n e  tsc-ho-ky-are included in this  set  of frauds. T h e v  were  poorly 
1)rotlucetl by l i t l l o g r a l ~ l ~ y  :~nt l  a r e  easy t o  distinguish from the  original s tamps.  l 'he 
iorgeries a r e  much larger,  n ~ e a s u r i ~ i g  a l~proxi tna te ly  24 mm. h i ~ h  by zo nlln. wide, and  
they a r e  printed on  tllick !~?acliine-made laid paper, similar to  tha t  used for t h e  
i o r g e r ~ e s  of the  1933 issue. I l ~ e  c o l o ~ l r s  of these forgeries a r e  totally unlike those  of 
the  genuine s tamps .  

VI. T H E  SECOND ISSUE OF TIBET POSTAGE STAMPS, 1933. 

T HE postage s t a m p s  issuetl in I)eccml)er, Ic)rr, continuetl in use fur mure  tllall 
twenty years,  but dur ing  1933 t l ~ e r e  were runlours t l ~ a t  a new issue l ~ a d  heen 
made.  As wit11 mos t  occurrences in Til)et ,  it was  with diiliculty that  c o n l i r n ~ a t i c r ~ ~  

o f  the appearance  of the  s t a m p s  could I)e ol,tainetl, antl it, was not  until the  ~ n i d d l e  of 
1934 that  supl)lieh of the  new issue rcaclled Lundon.  I'he first definite intimation 
in the  pl~ilatel ic  I'reks uf the  existence of t l ~ e  s tamps  was  made  in Gibbons' Starrrp 
M o ~ r t / ~ l \ '  for June ,  19.34, wherein was  told a s tory  of the  difficulty Messrs. Stanley 
G i b b o r ; ~  had experienced in obtaining a suljply of t l ~ e  s tamps  and the  intr igue necessary 
for success. A writcr  in tha t  journal said:-" I t  was  over  eight  months  a g o  tha t  w e  
first heard rumours  of a new s,taml) issue for T ibe t ,  tha t  mysterious,  forbidden land 
t l ~ a t  lies ' o n  top  of the  world.  This was certainly interest ing news, but it was by 
no  means  comple te ;  h o w  t o  confirm it, what  tlie s tamps  were like, what  \yere the  
values and  h o w  many of them,  how coultl we  get  them-all these quest ions had no  
inirnediate answers .  

" But  o u r  Puhlishers '  New Issue  Depar tment  was  instructed t o  get  t h e  s t a m p s  
. . . . . A t  first on ly  o n e  o r  t w o  se t s  came through,  ant1 \vith very little relative 
information.  T h e r e  were  five different colours and  s o  we  presumed tha t  there werc 
five different values, a l though we could no t  be sure  and w e  did not  know their currency 
nor  of a n y  way of t rans la t ing  the  Tibe tan  inscript ions which would have told us.  
W e  were,  however,  n o w  assured tha t  the issue was,  in every way,  a genuine one,  
emanat ing  f r o m  s o m e  primitive workshop in Lhasa .  A n o t h e r  interest ing fact that  
we learned w a s  t h a t  a l e t te r  took  o n e  wliole m o n t h  o n  its journey f rom Lhasa  to  the  
Indian border.  . . . . 

" M o r e  enquiries were  made,  toge ther  with remit tances in Indian bank-notes 
(since bankers '  drafts ,  mail and  telegraphic transfers  and  cheques a r e  useless in s u c l ~  
circumstances) .  . ." 

I n  these days  when  Governments  announce  impending issues by Press  notices 
and  use every o t h e r  means  of publicising their  philatelic products ,  such reticence is 
r e f r e s l ~ i n g  a s  well a s  being cl~aracteris t ical ly Tibe tan .  T h a t  the  s tamps  should have 
been issued o n  1st May,  1933, and  t h a t  they  were not  known t o  pl~ilatel is ts  until a 
year  later  gives this  issue a unique position a m o n g  modern  postage s tamps ,  a l though,  
of course,  similar a n d  grea te r  lapses of t ime between issue and  philatelic recording 
frequently occurred in t h e  early days  of philately. 

T h e  issue consists  of five denominations,  each of which w a s  printed in shee ts  
of twelve s t a m p s  in th ree  horizontal  rows  of four. I n  cont ras t  t o  the  print ing 
surfaces used for  t h e  issue of 1912, wllicli consisted of twelve engravings o n  o n e  piece 
of wood for  each value, t h e  pr in t ing  surfaces used for  t h e  issue now being described 
a r e  of b rass  and  a r e  composed of twelve units ,  each separately engraved,  clamped 
together.  T h e  design is the  s a m e  for  all five values, the  only differences being in t h e  
Tibe tan  inscriptions, antl t l ~ e  central  figure represents  tlle engraver 's  version of tlie 
W h i t e  Lion  of Tibe t ,  por t rayed  a s  a fearsome and  ex t raord inary  mons te r .  According 
t o  F. Spencer  C h a p m a n  (Lhusa: The Ifolr Ci t y ) ,  tlie s tamps  a r e  printed a t  t h e  Lliasa 
Mint .  T h e  paper used for  this  issue is similar to  tha t  used for  the  s t a m p s  of the  1912 
issue, bu t  the  ex t remes  of thickness and  thinness d o  not  n o w  occur,  though there  a r e  
marked  variat ions in quality, a s  is only to  be expected in a nati\.e hand-made paper. 
All the  values have been issued both  imperforate a n d  perforated,  and  t h e  absence o r  
addit ion of t h e  perforat ion seems t o  depend on  t h e  whim of the  Lhasa  pos tmas te r ,  
w h o  is in charge  of t h e  archaic perforat ing instrument-a spiked metal  wheel  at tached 
to a wooden  handle. l 'he s t a m p s  a r e  without  gum . 

T h e  five values a r e  a s  follows:- 
I t s c b k y  (otce-half of a trang-ku): o range ,  yellow, pale yellow, yellow- 

orange.  



I s/ro-katt (~ztro-l11irtl.r. o f  (I Irtrny-ko): I)lue (dull and dark) .  O n  all the sheets 
o f  t l~ i s  v;~lue tllal I I~ave  .;cell, except those v i  the first printings, 
the sevel~lli btulnl) of t l ~ e  slieet is noticeably out of square witli 
the rest of the s l~cc t ,  s l o p i r ~ ~  (lownw;~rcis to the left. 

I trnrrg-ko: lake, carri~ine,  1)riglit c a r ~ l ~ i ~ l e ,  rose-carmine 

2 t ro~~y-k t ) :  scarlet, vermilion 

4 /m~l~ , -kn :  green, e~ner-altl green, oli\-e-green. T h e  olive-green al~acle 
appeared (luring 10.30, an(l ior part of the printing, at  least, the 
printlng surlacc col~sistetl of o r~ ly  eleven clichts, the top right- 
hantl corner clicl16 I)eing al)sent. \\:l~eiher the rnissing unit fell 
out t l u l - i r ~ ~  tlrr rour.;c of the printi l~g,  or \ v l~e t l~e r  it was deliberately 
on~i t te( l  I)ccauhe o f  ( l a n ~ ; ~ g e ,  is not I<IIOM,II, I ) L I ~  l ~e fo re  t l ~ e  s l~ee t s  
co~~ ta in in j i  tlie \:1c;t111 space \Yere put o n  sale, single stamps cut 
f rom otlier sllrcts \\.el-e al'lisetl l igl~tly over the blanlcs-a 
l) l-oceetl ir~~ uliicluc in ]>l~ilatcly, I ~ u t  in accortl wit11 t l ~ r  1ial)itual 
~ I I I  ot t i  i i  I I t  Inay I)e remarked that  a similar 
variety to t l ~ ; t t  of the one .rlro-l<o,~r also occurs or1 sheets of the 
lour tun~r<,-ko i r ~  t l ~ e  olive-green shade, s tamp number seven 
twistirlg (Io\vn\viirds t ( ~  t l ~ e  left, I,ut not to so marked a degree as  
in s l~ce t \  o i  tlle Io\\.er vall~e.  

4 trang-ka green. 

Three  o f  t he  five value5 exist in " mrnlature sheets"  of two, that  is in h o r i ~ o n t a l  
pairs with narrow margins I>et\veen rhe two s tamps and wide margins around them. 
These  a r e  probably proofs which haye l ~ e e n  put into use. T h e  three values known 
In this condition a re :  one  she-ka~i blue, one  lmlrg-ka carmine and two trar~g-ka scarlet 

T h e  most recently publ~shed account of the 'Tibetan postal servlce is that  of 
1:. Spencer Chapman, the d ~ \ t ~ n g u i s l ~ e t l  tral  eller anrl explorer. J n  111s book, already 
quoted, he says:  " T h e  Lhasa Pos tmas t e~ .  also spoke English, as he  was tralned In 
tclegrapllp a t  K a l ~ m p o n g  T h e  postal ant1 telegraph sys tem 15 most efficient. T h e  
line was  laid f rom Kalirnpung over the Jelep La,  a s  Far a5 Gyantse, during the 1904 
hlrssron. After S I ~  Charlez Hell's v ~ s ~ t  to Lhasa in 1920, it was continued to  the 
c ~ t y .  I t  i s  maintainetl 11). Wepale?e Illre-men, w ~ t l ~  occasronal vis~ts-usually n o  farther 
t l ia~l  Gyantse-frurn t l r ~ t ~ s l i  englneer5. T h e  muleteers sunletlmes take the posts for 
firewood, and amuse  themselves by throwing stones a t  the insulators, hut d u r ~ n g  
our  v i s ~ t  we mere allvays able to tclegrapl~ messages to Indra. T h e  Pota la  is 
connected by telephone xvttlt the post office. S tamps In five values and colours (green, 
yellow, blue, and two sltades of red) ,  a re  . . . current only ~ r i t h r n  Tibet. Post-  
runners carry the mails t o  Gangtok (our  let ters were re-stamped a t  Gyantse).  Running 
rrcrtn dawn to  dusk in  relays of alwut e ~ g h t  miles they covered the  33a m ~ l e s  fro111 
Lhasa to  Gangtok In from e ~ g h t  to,!en (lap. O u r  record time for  g e t t ~ n g  a n  answer 
trom Calcutta was  seventeen days. 

T h e  post office at  Lhasa  is housed In what remains of the  Tengyeling Monastrp,  
the rnaln part  o f  which was tlemc)lislietl hy the  Chinese during the 1912 war, and 
has not since been rebuilt. 



Wllen tile Ile\v s tamp3 \\-ere ihsuetl in 195.3, a ne\v type of pos tmark  was  also 
i r o ~ l ~ c c l .  ' I ' l l i ' .  c . ~ ~ l l \ i \ t c ( l ,  ft,r tile ~,sincil,al olliccs. 11i all inner circle, containing the 
(late in ' l ' i l ~ c t a ~ ~  c l ~ ; i r a r t e r \ .  \ \ , i t 1 1  tlle I I ; L I I I ~  o i  the o)Iice ( in T i l ~ e l a n  and k:nglisli) 
~ r r ~ ~ l i n  i t  i n  I I I i i ~ ~  1 I - I  c i rc le  (S('c i l l u s k ~ l t i o ~ ~ . )  
I'o\trl~:irl<\ I , [  tIli\ t>.pe a r e  r ~ ~ ~ l ) l o ~ : c ~ l  : k t  I l~ : i \ a ,  ( ; > ~ : ~ ~ i t ~ c ,  I ' l ~ : i ~ - i j o n ~  iin>cril)e(l " P H . A ~ I I " ) ,  
an11 S l l i ~ a t s e .  I:or lllc \~ l ia l lc r  t~ l l i rc \  C I ~  i \ l c r l a g ~ ~ ~ l ~ k a r  anil ( ; l lalnt l~a similar pos tmarks  
a r c  tl\e(I, e ~ c c p t  tlliit l l ~ c y  I I : + Y ( ,  I I O  1<11cIi~l1 i ~ ~ \ c ~ - i l , t i , ~ ~ i .  

(4) (7) 
At the  1211i1\;~ I I I , . ~  I I C ~ ~ C C ,  T y p e  4, ~lescl.il>ccl I\-11cn dealing \\-ith tlie 1912 issue. 

colitiliuc(l in 11sc until cluite recently, an11 i h  f requently found o n  stalnps of the  current  
issue. (.\'rc. i l l~rskro l i~)~~. )  

FORGERIES. 
1)ur ing  1937:.son1e clever forgeries of ilie 10.33 issue of T ibe t  appeared o n  tlie 

1 1 I o i  I C .  I lley calrle f r ~ j l n  Inllia, and ,  at  first, only comparat ively few se t s  
\vere offeretl for s i l t . ,  I ~ u t  in tile succc-etling years  tlie trickle became a deluge, and 
not  only Lontloti. I)ut otlier philatelic centres.  \\,ere flootled by the  impostor.;. T h e  
scheme for Ioihting t l ~ e s e  f o r ~ e r i e s  on  to collectors  \vas cleverly laid, and ,  for a 
sliost \vliile, some c ~ ~ l l e c i o r s  \\.ere e\.cn persuatled tha t  they const i tuted a distinct -. Libetan i.;sue. All fivc t ieno~nii iat ion\  \\.ere forged, ant1 they \yere printed in the  
s:uiie sizetl shee ts  a s  tlle originals .  In additiotl to  forging the  s tamps ,  t w o  post-  
m a r k s  \\-ere also counterfeited-tl105e o f  the  Tihe tan  post  office a t  Gyantse ,  and 
t l ~ e  llltlian post ofi:cc :it  t h e  s a m e  to\vn. 

A l o n ~  witli tlle se t s  of forgeries,  1)otli " unused " and  " used." were marketed 
soine covers \vhicli ohten.;il)ly llatl etn;in;ltetl f rom Tibe t .  and  until carefully esaminetl ,  
appeared to be  genuine.  Tltese covel-\ :ire ordinary thin,  cream-coloured,  envelope.;. 
invarial)ly at l~lresset l  t ( ,  somebody in Sikkirn. with one  o r  more  f o r ~ e t l  \ ~ a l u e i  affixell 
a t  tlle top  right-ll;trltl corner ,  ant1 cancclletl \\.it11 the forgctl Gyantse ( T i b e t a n )  post-  
mark.  At the  I ) o t t o ~ n  left-hatitl corner  a r e  affixed one  o r  111ore genuine Indian 
pos tage  s tamps ,  ant1 these a r e  cancellctl \\-it11 a forpecl Gyantse  ( I n d i a n )  pos tmark .  
O n e  such cover tllat I liavc in m y  collection 1s " f r a n k e ~ l "  by forgeries of 
the  o n e  trnrro-kr~ carmine,  the  o n e  t .~~-l , (~-/ iy orange ,  and t h e  o n e  silo-kall blue, and  a 

Forgery of I sho-kan. 



pair of genuine 1 a n n a  K i n g  George  V.  Indian (S.G. No.  232). T h e  forged pos tmark  
o n  the  Indian s t a m p s  is datetl " 1 8  JL1' 38," and  all tlie forget1 Gyantse  
pos tmarks  tha t  I l ~ a v e  seen bear that  [late. I n  addit ion to  the  covers bearing forged 
Tibe tan  s tamps ,  o t h e r s  were mat-ketetl t l ~ a t  had only lntlian s tamps  affixed (cancelletl 
wit11 iorgetl p o s t m a r k ) ,  I)ut s truck also un tlie covers was  t h e  forged Tibe tan-Gyantse  
pos tmark .  

]%elow 1 give a brief tlescriptivti of tlie forgeries. W h e n  compared  wit11 
genuine s t a n ~ p s  these forgeries a r e  not  Jangerouh,  but  when seen a lone  t l ~ e y  arc. 
likely to tleceive any  collector  \ v l ~ o  is not  o n  his guard.  

Genuine. 

T l ~ e  paper is nat lve han,l. 
made  wove, it is rough an11 
Huffy, and the  libre i. 
silky. 

'The colours a r e  bright ,  ant1 
t h e  impressions a r e  clear  
and  distinct. 

T h e  colours a r e  a s  listed 
above.  

T h e  Tibe tan  charac te rs  a r e  
\veil formed.  

Forged .  

. . 1 he paper is n~ac l~ ine- tna t le  
laid, and  is us~ta l ly  s m o o : l ~  
and  s l ~ i n y ,  \\.it11 a semi-  
glaze. 

T h e  colours a r e  dull, ant1 
tlic i ~ n p r e s s i o n s  a r e  intlih- 
tinct, ant1 somet imes  oily. 

T l ~ e  colours and  shades  differ 
f rom t h e  originals. 

T h e  Tibe tan  charac te rs  a r e  
no t  well formed.  

? .  
I h e  forgeries,  like t h e  originals ,  exist both perforated anti imperforate.  

VII. T H E  MOUNT EVEREST EXPEDITION STAMP, 1ga4. 

M O U N T  E V E R E S T ,  tlie highest  mounta in  in t h e  world,  is named af te r  S i r  George  
Everes t  (1790-1866), the eminent  Hritish surveyor  a n d  geographer  o f  t h e  
nineteenth century.  According to the  mos t  recent  a n d  reliable surveys,  tt 

rises to  a height  of approxiniately 29,002 feet above sea level. I t  is s i tuated within tl!e 
t e r r i to ry  of Nepal ,  but  t h e  easiest approach ,  from a mounta ineer ing  standpoint ,  IS  

f rom T i b e t  by way of tlie Rongljuk Valley. Several  a t t e m p t s  have been m a d e  t o  
scale the  peak, but  none  has  been successful, though cl imbers of t h e  I924 expedit ion 
go t  to  \vitliin less  than  1,000 feet of the  summit .  T h e  h l o u n t  Everes t  Expedit ion of 
1924 w a s  under  t h e  c o ~ n m a n r l  of Brigadier-General  t h e  H o n .  C. G. Bruce,  bu t  owing  
to  ill-health h e  had to  retire, a n d  the con~rna t i ( l  devolved o n  Lieutenant-Colonel  E .  F. 
Nor ton .  



The Postu,qo S t u t t ~ ) ) . ~  of l ' i b e t  

I t  was  for this  expedit ion that  the s t a m p  n o w  to  be described w a s  prepared.  
?‘lie s t a m p  sllows a view o f  the Ijase c a m p  :it Rongbuk Glacier with Mount  Everes t  

the  I,ackgrounti, and  is inscri l~et l  " \ l O l - S ' I  I,:Vlllcl.:h'l' CSPLDI'IION 1924";  a t  the  t o p  a n d  
:tt the  t w o  sides a r e  t l ~ e  tianles u[  tile tllree S ta tes  in w l ~ u s e  terr i tory the  expedition 
~rave l le t l :  Sikkim, 'Til~ct, Nepal .  'l'he c ~ l v u l .  o f  the s t a m p  is dark  blue and it is 
,,erforated 11. N o  value is indicated. As  Iar a s  one  can ga ther  t h e  s t a m p  was  
prepared a s  a souvenir ,  ant1 to  raise I u l ~ d s  towards  the  expenses of t h e  expedition. 
All let ters  f rom the exl)edition werc iranlied I I ~  lntlian postage s tamps ,  I)ut this  
special s t a m p  \\.as also stuck on  the  let ters  of men1l)ers of the  expedi t io l~  despatchetl 
iron-1 their various camps  1)). postal runners  t o  the  nearest  Indian post  office. T h e  
expedit ion s tamps  were cancelled at  the camp o f  desparch by large double-circled 
cachets  with t h e  n a m e  of the  expetlition I ~ e t w e e ~ l  the  circles: " MT. EVEHEST 
I':SI~BLIII,ION 1924.'' T h e  cachet  used a t  t!;e b a s e  c a m p  was  further  inscribed across  
t l ~ e  cen t re :  "l10st8nl~l< (;LACIEII U.\St: ( 'AJI I '  ( S P ~  t ~ ~ ~ s t r a l i o l l ) ;  this \\,as usually struck 
in retl. T l ~ e  cachet  used a t  another  canlp, near l'liarijorg, \vas struck in grey,  and 
has t h e  natne " TIB~:I " across the  centre.  

RONGBUK \I 
GLACIER 

W h e t h e r  this  label, f r o m  t h e  fact tha t  it did car ry  let ters  f rom t h e  expedition's 
ca!Fps t o  t h e  nearest  Ind ian  post  office, can be considered a postage s t a m p  (albeit 
a local ") is, of course,  open  to serious quest ion,  though i ts  claims a r e  probably a s  
good  a s  many,  and  be t te r  than some,  which a r e  accepted. T h a t  it is a n  interest ing 
philatelic souvenir  of a notable achie\.ement, and  a m e m o r y  of two brave  men,  there 
can,  however,  b e  n o  doubt .  

O n  3rd June,  1924, Colonel Nor ton  and  Dr.  T. H. Somervell  climbed t o  28,126 
feet, only 876 feet  f r o m  t h e  s u ~ n m i t ,  the  highest  point ever reached;  there  they pitched 
camp, and  later  descended.  T h r e e  d a y s  later  another  a t tempt  to  conquer the  mounta in  
was  made ,  this tinie by G. L. Mallory and A. C. Irvine.  T h e y  left c a m p  a t  25,000 feet. 
and  commenced  their  ascent .  O n  the  morning  of 8th June,  N. E. Odell ,  w h o  had 
climbed t o  27,000 feet to watch the  progress  of his  t w o  comrades,  caught  a gl impse 
of t h e m  high u p  t h e  mounta in ,  then mis t s  blew across,  and  he saw them n o  more.  
Mallory and  Irvine did no t  re turn .  Did they reach the  s u m m i t ?  Everes t  holds 
the  secret  a n d  it lies buried with Mallory and  Irvine,  deep  in t h e  Himalayan  snows.  

[FLNIB.] 



8 8 Our Priced Stock-Books 

These books a te  beconling niore and more popular with 
n collectors, and  for a very good reason. We have a stock book 01 E! z every country in the world-foreign as  well as  colonial. Though 
n 
!Z the majority of these books run to one hundred or niore pages, it 
n 
K3 is impossible to  get niany of the larger countries into one volume, 
u 
II - so collectors enquiring for a book on appro. should menlion 
R 
E! whether they are interested in the whole country, or in the early 
I - l  n .-, or late issues only. There are, for instance, three volunies of 

li United States and one for U.S. Colonies. Great Britain takes 
rl 
E several volumes, France, three, and  so on. O n  the other hand 

fi some of the books contain niore than one country, and this is 
II n the case with many British Colonies. 
II n 
E T h e  stanips in these books are arranged and numbered by 
1-I 

E the catalogue, and priced at  tempting prices. They include both 

2 unused and used, with, in the case of most of the more ordinary n 
II n stamps, a good range of specimens t o  select from. Whether you 

n 
]I 

are a specialist or a general collector you would be sure to  find 

II 
II something you want in these s:ock books, any of which we should 

n be pleased to send on approval. 
E 
2 
El F y o u  do n o t  w a n t  to  see a stock-book,  w e  car1 x 
l3 s u b m i t  snreller se lec t io r~s  o f  a n y  c o u r ~ t r y ,  o r  x x s h o u l d  be pleaserl t o  at terrd t o  want-lists. 
W 11111ll I 

Temporary addreas : 

Corn Exchange Bldgs. 
Leominster 
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